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on of Vincent Cheng 

In the early hours of May 21, 1987, 
t'he Internal Security Department of 
Ministry of Home Affairs of Government 
of Singapore arrested Vincent Cheng 
Kim chuan and fifteen others. 

Vincent and his colleagues have been 
essentially working for the awareness 
raising ,and • -non-formal education of 
the poor, the deprived, • the migrants, 
the unemployed in Singapore, 

Vincent has also be~n very active in 
the Asian Participatory Research Network 
and acting as • key contact for the Net­
'work in Si.rrgapore. 

~he Government of Singapore has levelled 
·no specific· charges against them and 
'called them guilty of "a Marxist cons­
piracy to subvert the • existing social 

.and political system in Singapore". 
They have been accused of championing 
the "freedom of the poor and th_e .oppre­
ssed"; believing in the effectiveness 
of "popular theatre as one of the entry­
:points in the community"; of attempting 
to "arouse the class consciousness of 
the people by exaggerating the dispari­
t-i°es between the. ·1ower and upper-income 
groups"; .of "subjecting the people to 
conscientization." 

These and many more baseless and ridi­
culous conspiracy charges have been 
drummed up to arouse fears of a commu­
nist takE~over and political instability. 
in Singapore. 

'The fact is that Vincent and his coll­
eagues and friends have essentially 
been involved in grass-roots work, prom­
oting awareness-raising among the have­
nots. They have been made "prisoners 
of conscience", according to Amnesty 
International. 

·The propaganda by the Singapore Govern­
ment continues. 

August 1, 1987 

'we • need your urgent support. Perhaps 
telegrams and letters to the P~ime Miqi­
ster of Singapore from a large number 
of people may help. It you have any 
other suggestions, please let us know. 

International. Forum on PE 

In the July Memo we had mentioned about 
the International Forum on Participatory 
Evaluation to be held in New Delhi, 
India, from March 1-6, 1988. This is 
a collaborative venture of the Inter­
national Network of PR of the ICAE, 
ASPBAE and PRIA. About 40 practitioners 
of Participatory Evaluation (5 or so 
from each region) are expected to attend 
the Forum. 

In this context, we would like you to 
respond to the following: 

a) What are the issues in PE which 
should be addressed in the Forum? 

b) How should the Forum be structured? 
We were thinking of requesting two case 
studies from each region be presented 
during the Forum. 

c) Who are the key practitioners of 
~E linked to grass-roots efforts and 
social movements who should be invited 
to this Forum? Please suggest 5-6 names 
along with a brief description of their 
current work. 

d) How should we raise funds? We have 
some support for local costs in India 
but not funds as yet for travel of part­
icipants. We would like you to think 
of how such funds could be raised, pre­
ferably from each region. 

Kindly send in your suggestions and 
ideas to Ra jesh Tandon, PRIA , with, 
a copy to Lynda Yanz, coordinator PRG;. 

.229 College Street, Suite 309, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada MST IR4, as soon as 
possible. 



AFRICA 

MLAE General Assembly 

More than 150 educators from most of 
the countries of Africa assembled i~ 
Nairobi, Kenya from July 22-24, 1987 1 
for the first General Assembly of the 
African Association of Literacy and 
Adult Education. The General Assembly 
was the culmination of a year long eff­
ort for democratising and strenghthening 
the programming, structure and funct­
ioning of AALAE. The Assembly approved 
a three-year programme and plan of act­
ion, a more democratic and decentralized 
constitution and elected a new set of 
office bearers of AALAE. The revital­
ization of the African Participatory 
Research Network has also been initiated 

For further details, write to: Derek 
Mulenga, Regional Coordinator, Uni vers­
ity of Swaziland, Division of Extra 
Mural services, P/Bag Kwaluseni, Swazi­
land, Southern Africa; Paul Wangoola, 
secretary General, AALAE P.O. Box 
50768/72511,. Old East Trading Co. Ltd,, 
,House Tom Mboya Street { 4th Floor)/ 
Na_irobi,Kenya. 

Action Research Network in Indonesia 

The work of this action research net­
work includes act ion research case st u­
d i es on community education in poor 
rural and urban areas of Indonesia con­
cerning environmental management, educa­
tion regarding the adverse effects of· 
pesticide misuse, and "alternative" 
education programmes for youth and school 
drop-outs in rural and suburban areas. 
,This network will also publish a bulle­
•tin on action research for national 
distribution; organise workshops on 
action research concepts, methods, and 
outcomes; and prod~~e an analysis of 
case studies which will be used as 
a research guide and training resource 
in the future. The secretariat of this 
network is located at: Institute for 
Social and Economic Research, Education, 
And Information (LP3ES) ,Jak,uta, Indo­
nesia. 

PR Proje~t in Philippines 

Six NGO' s within the PhiN.ppines part­
_nership for the Development of Human 
'Resource in Rural Areas (PHILDHRRA) 
will set up and test a participatory 
'research project using a recently deve-
loped model of community education and 
OEganisation called the Community Infor_-, 

mation and Planning System(CIPS). With 
the system, community members will cond­
uct research on self-identified develop­
ment problems and use the results i 
planning and implementing appropriat­
follow up projects. For details, please 
contact: 
PHILDHRRA, Metro Ma_nila, Philippines. 

1986 J. Roby Kidd Award 

Ms. Anthya Madiath of India was name 
Adult Educator of the year for 1986, 
,at the Executive Meeting of the Inter­
national Council for Adult Education 

;held in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in October 
1of last year. Ms. Madiath helped to 
found Gram Vikas, a non-government orga-
nization located in the poorest state 

,in India and has worked among tribal 
'women and men of Orissa for over ten 
years. The focus of Gram Vikas has 
been on organizing poor tribal people 
of Kerandinals in the Ganjan District 
of Orissa to regain their land and trees 
from money lenders and liquor merchants, 

Ms. Madia th' s vision ai;id work are based 
on an education philosophy which combi­
nes development and social transformation 
work. She is a young adult educator 
and activist with a commitment. to work 
in the most diffic'.llt and backward area 

·of India. 

Study of PT Methodology 

During 1986 five case studies of training 
efforts in the field of Adult Education 
were documented by PRIA. On February 

,11-12, 1987. a consultation of concerned 
persons was organised at Delhi f_or • the 
purpose of analysing these case studies 
in the context of participatory training 
methodology. A report of this consul­
tation along with the case studies -will 

·be published soon. 

<;:ARIBBEA~ 

~e~ional PR Meeting 

T~e Caribbean P.R. Network (CPRN) is 
planning to conduct a regional PR meet­
ing in September to discuss participat­
ory r~search methodologies and share 
infprmation on the various uses of 
the PR methodology in community develo­
pment ~nd adult education in the region, 
as well as network on PR with other 
regions. For details write to: Leith 
Dunne,Association of Development Agenc­
ies, 14 Squth Ave., King~ton 10,Jamaica. 



EUROP~ 

Docµmentation for PR Bibliograpi1y 

The South-European PR Network has 
prepared a Participatory Research· 
Bibliographical Index. They have 
requested documentation details from 
aJ.l regions on PR to update the in­
formation. For details write to: 
Paulo Orefice, SEPRN, Via Alessandso: 
Louge, 25-80127 Napoli, Italy. 

Semin~r on Adul~ Edu~At1on 

An International Seminar on Adult Educa­
tion, Minorities and Displaced Persons 
was organised by SEPRN at Portugal. 
Adult educators from several countrie? 
·including_ Spain, Italy, Cyprus, France, 
U.-K. and Ireland participated in this 
event. A reunion of the various pract­
itioners of PR of SEPRN was also hela. 

LATIN AMERICA 

CEAAL Asseimbly 

The Latin American Council for Adult 
Education (CEAAL) has summoned a meeting 
with the purpose of evaluating what 

·has been done. during the last few years 
and programming strategies for future 
action. The event will be called "Popu-
lar Education Towards the Decade of 
the Nineties Fo'r life, from the 
peopl~, always". The meeting will 
be held in Guanajuato, Mexico from 
November 9-15, 1987, using an active 
participatory methodology round the 
ba~ic principle of action-reflection­
action. 

At the end of each day, the programme 
will include a Popular Fair. of educat­
ional materials (videos, theatre, forums 
etc.) which will • be useful both to 
strengthen experiences' exchange as 
well as to achieve participation of 
the local community. 

CEAAL Mexican Members (PRAXIS), IMDEC, 
CESE, ALIANZA EJIDAL and CLASEP), have 
formed an Organizing Committee, respon­
sible for the coordination with CEAAL 
Executive· Secretariat, of methodolo­
gies and policies to be followed in 
this Assembly-Process. 

For further information, contact: CEAAL 
Diagonal Oriente 1604, Casilla 6257-
SaDtiago 22, South America. 

NORTH 1\MERICA 

Adult Education Con~ere~ces 

The University of Calgary, Canada 
adult 

educa-
has announced three important 
education conferences for adu 1 t 
tion research and partitioners. 

1) 

2) 

3) 

• CANADIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY 
OF ADULT EDUCATION (CASAE) 1988 

seventh Annual Conference to be 
held from May 4-6, 1988 at Ci,lgary, 
Alberta, Canada. 

ADULT EDUCATION RESEARCH CONFERENCE 
( AERC) , 19 8 8 Twen tj-n in th Annual 
Conference . to be held May 6-8, 
1988 at Calgary, Alberta. 

COMMONWEALTH ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING ON ADULT 
(CAETA), Third Annual Conference 
to be held May 10-15, 1988 at Medi-. 
cine Hat, Alberta, Canada .. 

For details ·of conference and papers 
to be presented, please contact: Ms,t 
Madeleine Aldridge, the Conference 
'office the ·university· of Calgary, 25.00 
;Univer;ity Drive N.W., Calgary, Alberta, 

Canada. 

J. Roby Kidd Award 

~~e J. Roby Kidd Award has been establi-· 
shed by ICAE in the honour and memcn::y 
of Roby Kidd ( a pioneer in the field 
and founding Secretary General of I~AE) 
and to the contribution of his work 
in the development of adult education: 

This award is offered to any individual 
who in the ooinion of their peer have 
made a partic-ularly significant contri-· 
bution to adult education both at the 
local and national level. The closing 
date for submissions is August 15 of 
each year. For more details, write 

•to: J.R. Kidd Award Committee, ICAE, 
720 -Bathurst Street, 5th F1oor, Toronto, 
Ontario, M5S 2R4 Canada. 

There is a proposal to produce an inter=~ 
national anthology on PR. The book 
would be organized with sections on 
each region and one international chap­
ter. The details of this will be dis­
cussed at a meeting of Regional Coordi­
nators in the second week of January 
1988. 
neiif orial efforts on this would represent 
the state of the practice and de_bate 



of PR, as well as focus on some key 
issues, given the diversity of experi­
ence and regional context in PR. 

For more information, ideas and suggest­
ions, please write to Rajesh Tandon, 
PRIA, 45, Sainik Farm, Khanpur, New 
Delhi -110062, with a copy to Lynda 
Yanz, PRG, 229, College Street, Suite 
309, Toronto, Ontario, Canada MST 1R4. 

~ew r-1aterials 

"Anubh1-.; 

The Ford FounJ~tI~n New Delhi, is publish­
ing a series of booklets entitl~d"Anubhav• 
which aims to synthesize the experiences 
of selected voluntary _ organisations 
implementing innovative health and family 
plar;rning programmes in India. These 
publication series are addressed to 
an audience of policy planners, service 
providors, and other interested ·persons. 
For details, write to Dr. Saroj Pachauri, 
Programme Officer, Child Survival, Ford 
Foundation, 55, Lodhi Estate, New Delhi 
- 110 00_3. 

Self-Employment 

~elf-_Em_pl~lment_: _rams for Participatory 
Evaluation of Rural Community Development 
Project, is a book written by Jim Rugh 
and published by WORLD NEIGHBORS, a 
USA based Internation~l development 
·organisation working hand-in-hand with 
people in Asia, Africa and Latin America 
to promote effective development, human 
dignity and self reliance. The book 
is a comprehensive manual on evaluation 
supplemented with information on resource 
materials on the subject, and two case 
studies. 
Available from: 
WORLD NEIGHBORS DEVELOPMENT COMMUNICATION 
5116 North Portland Avenue, Oklahoma 
Ci t.y, _ OK 7 3112, U.S. A_. 

African PR Network 

African Participatory Research Network 
has brought out its first Newsletter 
in January, 1987. Alongwith the i'nfor­
mation about participatory research 
activities in different African count­
ries, it also gives a list of materials 
of interest. 

Contact: African· Participatory 
Network, P.O. Box No. 35043 
Salaam, TANZANIA. 

LIMITEO-_CIRCULATION 

Researc_h 
Dar Es 

Partners in Evaluation 

This is a book written by Dr. Marie­
Therese Feuerstein and published by 
Macmillan Publishers. "Partners In 
Evaluation" is both a practical field 
handbood and a text book. This is desiq­
ned to help those who want to know more 
about monitoring and their own work 
Write to: 
Dr. Marie-Therese Feuerstein, 49, Hornto• 
Street, London w~ 7Nt ENGLAND 

Primary Health Care & Peopi°e's Movement 

This book is a product of the proceedings 
of an international confrenece on Primary 
Health Care & People's Movement held 
on February 23-28, 1986 at Cholburi, 
Thailand. The conference was organised 
by the Coordinating Committee for Primary 
Health Care of Thai NGO's (C.C.P.N. ). 
About 60 participants from nine countries 

,have taken part in the deliberations 
of the conference. 

Available from: 
C.C.P.N. 
132/14, Soi Orapin, Rama 6 Road, Bangkok 
10400, Thailand. 

Tra!ning of T'rainer•-~ Man~a,l 

This training manual in English high­
lights the key principles of Partici­
patory Training philosophy and method­
ology that has been evolved over the 
years. 

Designed • in a way so as to continously 
update the knowledge of the subject, 
it has several illustiations of training 
designs, fnnovative ttaining methods 
and techniques. This is specially brou­
ght out for activists/trainers in tbe 
field of development and adult education 

Available from PRIA for $20 ( including 
postage). 

we are grateful to CIDA for their part­
ial support towards the cost of this 
Memo. 


