
ASIAN HL:GIONAL PARTIClJ'ATOHY Hl::Sl::1\HCH NETtlOl-lK 

A NOTE 

The Aslan Network of Participatory kesearch has now been 

existing for about seven year~. This note is intended 

to clarify certain theoretical and administrative aspects 

relevant to the Asian Network. 

THEOHETICAL 

1. Pa.rticipa-Lory F'i.esearch in Asia is beginning to be 

recognised as one of the contributions to the organised 

struggles of locc1l people. This .recognition has been 

slow in coming but now theTe are strong indicators to 

this effect. 

The first issue is that the people have become increas­

ingly wary of the experts and feel as if they have been 

•captured' by them. Since there is an incr~asing role 

played by the experts in every aspect of people's life, 

ordinary people in most Asian countries feel uneasy and 

insecure about this growing control by the experts. And 

the experts, be they doctor, engineer or social scient­

ist, are being challenged by the people. One of the 

challenges has come in the area of occupational and en­

vironmental health. Wo1·ket·s and citi.zcns in lndla, 

Malaysia, Philippines and Australia are no longer willing 

to blindly accept what the experts say about occupationnl 

and environmental he.lollh. They have begun lhero own in­

vestigutions and analysis of those issues. Anoth8l' exam-
<'' ple is whole qu<=stlon of large dc1ms, irrig,:, lion or hydro-
< electric 0 The tocflno-cconomic justification of lurge 

dams is beinc qu<>st.i.oned by tho ordin,1ry people, parti­

cu.l:irly in the Philippines and in India. The exp0rtl~e 

' of the engineers and the assumptions behind their ~lann";) 

for lar,:JC dc1ms are bc.lng questioned by thec p<>ople 1n the 

light of th<ci.r own oxperlences and socicJ-eC0nomic costs 

to them. 
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The contribution of Participatory Research has been to 

facilitate this challenge of the experts and to explode 

the myth of expertise resting with the select few. 

The second major contribution of Participatory Research 

has been in collective empowerment of the local peopleo 

This process of empowerment includes incorpor;ition of 

local and external knowledge as well as a process of 

valuing their own position vis-a-vis others. Several 

examples of Participatory kesearch from different Asian 

countries clciarly indicate this empowering process. As 

a process of empowering ordinary people, Participc1tory 

Research finds its most direct and useful role in supp­

orting the organised struggles of the ordinary people. 

2 0 The best examples of Participatory Research in Asia 

show their diruct linkages with oppressed classes. It 

is now well established that PR is an ally of the opp­

ressedo The following five categories of the oppressed 

people have been involved in PR in Asia& 

a) Workf.£1! Workers have been involved on the 4uestion 

of occupationc1l h1calth and safety, workers educrttior. 

and rights, critique of the process of industriali­

sation, preparing workers own history etc. We hrtVP 

the classic example of some textile workers in India 

for the first time analysing collectively the n>Jture 
' of the crisis facing the textile industry in the 

country and evolvlng proposnls for policy changes. 

b) Hural Poor: These are the marginal farmers and Land­

less labourers, wbose involvement in PR cenLres uruu­

nd the question of land ownership c1nd alienation and 

land use pactern, wages and rightso Vie have an c,x­

ample from [langladesh where landless labourers have 

cr<cated their own analysis of the dynamics of labo,ir 

exploitation in rural Danyladesh. 

c) Tribals: Tribals are the indigenous people in seve­

r'll As,i.an countricso The issues central to their 

concern, where ParticipaLory f\esearch has been in-



- 3 -

volved are forests and land. There is also the 

issue of rediscovering and protecting cerLain posi­

tiue elements of their traditional culture. The 

best examples of this struggle tribals come from 

Philippines nnd India. 

d) Women: Women are incrcc.1singly recognising the need 

to or~anise and assert themselves in many Asian coun­

tries. There are many examples of women's utilisat­

ion of PR in this process of organising themselves. 

Many women's movements and organisations consider 

Participatory Resenrch as the only methodology for 

investigilt.ing the problems affecting women. 

e) Urban Slum-dwellers: Urban Slum-dwellers are incre~,­

ing in numbers in many Asian CitieS. They face prob­

lems of inadequate facilities for health, sanitation, 

transportation, employment, etc. and we have some 

examples of Participatory Research being used by them. 

A major issue currently engaging Participatory "esearch 

is the housing rights of slum-dwellers in India~ 

3, The central issue in Participatory in the Asian Context 

is its ideological focus. We are clearly asking the 

question; whose interest does reseclrch serve ? We see 

Participatory Research as openly and cleil1ly allied with 

the interests of the oppressed classes. Therefore, their 

own production of kno)vledge and utilisation of knowledgCJ 

produced by others acquires the main thrust in Partici­

patory Rese,,rch in Asia. Thus the dcb,:,te on choice of 

methods and techniques is irrelevant to our perspective 

and work. 

However, our central concern at the moment is to invent methods 

that facilitate storage of knowledge produced by PR (which 

does not depend on printed fonn). This can ensure wider diss­

emination and future use of knowledge produced through Parti­

cip,~tory kesearch. 
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Administrative 

1 0 Several decisions for administration of the Asian re­

gional network were taken in the regional meeting heJ.d 

in Manila in December 19830 Accordingly, following de­

cisionSwere made: 

a) Regional Coordination should be continued by Society 

for Participatory Research in Asia, New Delhi. 

b) Southeast Asian region should be coordinated by StA 

RICE (Regional Institute for Community Education), 
Manila. 

c) Society for P:irticipc1tory Hesearch in Asia should 

take initial responsibility to identify a person 
in all the Asian countries which are still unexplored. 

Once the network is extended to all Lhe Asian Count­

ries, it can be divided into sub-regions for effective 

networking. 

d) Ncitional Coordination for each country should remain 

wilh one central person/organization which 11111otxK1rn.tr11:i 

will be chosen in Ncitional PR meetings in each count~·, 

For Philippines, Farmers Assistance Board has taken 

this responsibility 0 

e) In order to fcicilitate exchange of maLerials each 

or9anis;,tion of the network should provide one copy 

of their documentation/publication to the nationnl 

coordinator" A dat,i bank will be thus formed in 

each country which shall be made civailat,le to all 

the members, a copy of which should go to xegional 

coordinator for broader circulation. 

f) To facilit,ite mailing of this NPwsletter, it will 

be bulk posted to various National C"ordinators for 

within country distribution. 

2. The Lask of national coordination is being performed 

very satisf.::,ctor1y in cacver,il co,mtrics and more and 

mor<" rww people ;ire joining in 0 We are also able to 
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bulk post this newsletter in the following countries; 
Singapore, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, New Zealand, 

Japan, Malaysia, Indonesia, Australia, Bangladesh,South 

Korea. 

3
0 

The quarterly newsletter has served as a useful vehicle 

of communication. However, it still lacks a two-way 

process as information from some Asian Countries does 

not come in regularly. 

4
0 

We have not succeeded in establishing any link with the 

socialist countries of Asia. 

Future P;:,;,.E.Q.1~ 

1
0 

I would like to p1opose that the function 0 f international 

coordination be now taken over by somebody ,c,lse. I have 

performed this function for the last three years. 

2
0 

There is a need to develop some concrete proposals for 

inter-r()gional collaboration on specific issues O We 

would like to get involved on the -problems of land and 

occupational and environmental health, workers education, 

etc. 

3
0 

There is a need to consider evolving residencies in 
' Participatory Research where people from one region 

could spend three to six months wJth others in another 

region. 

4
0 

The Networking Memo for inter-regional communication is 

still not firmly established. The flow of information 

between regions continues to be ir,eqular e1nd unsalis­

factory, '.',e need to evolve a more effective method for 

this to ensure solidarity across regions, 

Rnj ;os h Lindon 
Society for P,Jrticipntory Research in Asia 
45, Sainik Farm, Khnnpur 
New Delhi - 110 062, March 22, 1965, 




