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Report of the Meeting on Participatory Research held at

* Dehr-adun, 'India April 22 24, 1983;

As a folloViZ-up of earlier consultations with partner

organizations and like-minded people, this meeting on PR was

convened by the Society for Participatory Research in Asia

(PRIA). It was intended to bring together a group of persons

who varied on their knowledge and experiences in PR such that

it may generate new questions and clarifications. It was

also hoped that the past activities and role o.f PRIA will be

reviewed and future directions evolved. The agenda, as it r

evolved in consultation with participants is shown in appen

dix 1. The meeting was attended by 24 participants ( list

appended);

The residential nature of the meeting provided oppor4- '

tunity for extended formal and informal interactions. Several

sessions in the meeting were held together, and several broken

into smaller groups. Thus getting to know each other ●

became a major function of the meeting. The process of the

meeting, therefore, was highly informal, flexible and responsi-. .

to the needs of a heterogenous group of participants. Thus

a variety of topics and issues got discussed, some more

intensely-than others. It is difficult to portray the*spirit

snji nfiitcome of sufh a meeting in a report. Yet, this repor'b

briefly enumerates key issues discussed, the review of PRIA

and its future directions.

Ideology and Participatory Research

One of the key issues debated in the meeting was the

To some people, it was beginning to

appear important that some degree of ideological clarity and

positioning was necessary for those engaged in PR, It was

essentially derived from the increasing importance of why

than How » that is, whose interest is PR and knowledge

serving? It was observed that ’Vi/ho benefits from PR

role of ideology in PK.
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Linkage between Participatory Research^
Participatory'Evaluation and Participatory Training

Because of increasing currency of the terms PR, PE

and -PT, the issue of linkages -between them was raised. ●

Based on their own experiences, the,participants felt that

PR,. PE and PT are closely interlinked. One group or project

may begin PR, but soon move on to PE and PT. So, it-^is diffi

cult to compartmentalize them, though, different "phase© .of a-

prxaject may emphasise them differentially - PR> PE and PT

becoming centi-al at different times, In fact, bno opinion

. was that PE has to be an ongoing part of any P-R project.

Since PE is ongoing evaluation, a series of preliminary

analysis are'small stops in PE - a part of the overall move

ment towards PR and final analysis;

ing function of PR is concerned,

and PT. Similarly, learning and knowledge are common elements

in all three. As someone put it, PE and PT may bo the tools

of PR;

As far as the empower-

it is also the same with PE

It was mentioned that PT, at times, may bo a short

separate event.

Yet, it was also argued,

in any effort of PR and PE.

should bo seen as consistent with and an integral part of

any PR or PE effort.

V,

It may also have a narrow, technical purp oc,

that PT should bo consciously build

In fact, transfer of skills

One interesting issue that v^as discussed was whether

It wasPR/PE is possible with all typos of organizations,
said that the extent of internal democracy and people’s

participation in an organization may be one of the main

factors in attempting PR/PE with that organization. Yot,

another opinion was that initiating PR/PE with highly auto^

cratic, hierarchical organizations may make them sensitive

to participation and thereby influence them.

os in Participatory Researchom ,0

Unlike t.raditionnl definition of limited researcher

role, the issue of variety and complexity of roles in Wcos

discussed. One central concern was the extent of activism

that an outside resoarchor can engage in. It v^/as clarified

that examples of PR without professionally trained,.
oxtex-ne.l
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restearcher also abbund. This issue acquires importance . .

particularly when an outsider is involved.

The discussion on this topic was facilitated by a

lucid'presentation of an ongpihg PR experience by a partici

pant. Working with a' Dalit thoatro group for women’s rosorrc

. p)rpject in an urban-slum, the participant articulated her

work at four different levelss individual women, group of

women, the theatre organization, and Dalit community. In '

the course- of her work, she ended up playing these roles;

educator, trainer, facilitator, learner, researcher, coun

sellor, organiser, advocate, adversary, conflict manager,etc.

Besides, she had her personal role as a woman in her

ovyn family, a professional role as a member of the research

team; and she also contributed her professional theatrical
skills.

The illustration underscored the complexity of demands

that PR may make in a given situation, . Added tc these demands

are realistic constraints of time»funds and energy for a

specific assignment. Thus a person engaged in PR experiences
a vario-ty of tensions, role conflicts and dilemmas.

- #
Two, suggestions made in this regard are important to

Firs’tly the educator, aminator, facilitator roles j

priori legi

timacy, thereby taking thorn into account in planning a pro-'

ject. Secondly, given the wide range of role expectations

and skills needed, it may be desirable

record,

PR areihevitable and hence should be accorded a

to have a team of

persons working on a specific PR assignment instead of an

individual researcher.

Interest Groups

Though several topics for interest group discussion
were listed, the participants spent focused time on four

Primary Education, Forest Studies, Baseline Survey

of

them;

and Women.

Fdnention condPrimary,..

asked in this group wasg

and for primary education ?
The central question

rate effective

Can PR

help genej
5.● 99999 O 9
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Recognizing the sorry state of primary education in the

country, it was suggested that community pressure is needed

to improve primary education. Perhaps primary education can

become a part of adult education curriculum; perhaps, it can

be a part of the social change agenda of activist groups and

organizations, .

Another-interesting issue for PR was to focus around

primary, school as a place of-social learning. Given the

widespread'presence of primary schools in the country, could

● PR*be used to focus on them' as a starting point for analysing

'inequality and oppression?

Secondly, the traditional research in primary education

has focused upon issues of learner motivation, dropouts, etc.

and created a’blame the victim’ syndrome,

■tihe question of primary education and help expose

myths and create now cattegories and ways of analysis,
.derstanding and action?

Can PR look into

some of the

un-

● F-Orest Studies and Participatory Research

The discussion in this group focused upon two
Forest Studies in Orissa and Himachal Pradesh,

the the study was facing a major tension around PR,

objectives of Forest Studies are influencing the national

ongoing

It was found

The twin

forest poJ4rCy and facilitating local mobilization of forest

dwellers. Vtfhile the former requires academic rigour and

respectability, the latter can be accomplished only through
PR. This combination'of macro and micro foci and involve¬

ment of local activist groups in designing the study has led

to *the proliferation and expansion of study contents and

scope.

Thus on the one hand the scope am! requirements

study have become largo,

are small, on the other.

of the

the time and resources available

This has put considerable pressure

on local groups involved in the study to accomplish so much,

so quickly. Moreover, the local groups are not fully equi¬

pped, personnel and skill wise. to undertake the study quici

It was then agreed to redesign the study by reduc

its contents and scope in.the first phase and giving it a

cyclical nature. Secondly, training for the staff of loccj

inc'

● ● « 6 «
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groups and uso of group interviews as a central method of

data-collection may further facilitate accomplishment of the

twin objectives.

This group discussion demonstrated the tensions in

engaging in PR on a national, macro issue, the impact of time

and- resource constraints on practical elaboration of the me

thodology, and the need for continuous evaluation and inno

vation ih order to move ahead.

Designing a Baseline Survpy

.One interest group focused upon actually designing a

baseline survey using PR for a programme of rural women. It

was designed in such a way as to include both process and out

come variables,

is critical for the empowerment of rural
since it was felt that monitoring the process

women,-

The group decided to use group discussion as its
method of data collection.

main

This was felt to be useful in

prompting rural women's participation in and contribution to

data-collection,

reflection among those

ns well as catalvzing the process of self

It was also mentioned that

perhaps a simple camera could also be used as a tool for

women.

data-collection.

#
It was proposed that the initial design for baseline

survey should be discussed with rural women and they‘should
have the option to. add/delete/modify its elements as well as

to question its relevance to them.

Finally, the need to have multiple documents (forms
of presentation) for different audiences was discussed,
this particular case

ages may bo neededs

In

, it vyas felt that report in three langu-
TheEnglish, Hindi and local dialect,

^ local dialect report could bo hamlot-wiso also,
rural women can make

such that

some use of it.

Women and artici .esearchato.

The interest

sonal concerns and

discussion becam

group discussion on
women got into per-

Since theexperiences of group members,
so p^rson.'^liscd,-

" c’ifficult t- 4-

it.
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However, two general points can be made here. Firstly, it

_ , v^as felt that PR is perhaps the. only appropriate methodology

for women and their issues. Secondly, perhaps women are

.more effective participatory researchers than men. A separate

. 9ote »A Thinking Point?V is focusing on this second issue.

Role of PRIA'

In reviewing the past activities of PRiA,
were mentioned;

two main issues

(a). PRIA is working with other groups, organizations

associations and agencies engaged in rural or urban

Its role has been to support and assist these

organizations in carrying out their own programmes and

activities. Thus PRIA is attempting to contribute to

people’s empowerment, organization and advancement

through these mediating organizations.

areas.

(b) In a related issue,

a 'pickle,

rice and bread of such mediating organizations, there

by adding to taste and flavour. This sucrinctly des

cribed the nature of partnership that PRIA'pickle'has

and can have with the.’rice and bread’of people’sAStrugg'

Several suggestions for the future role of PRIA als

emerged. The main ones ares

one participant described PRIA as

It is not to bo eaten alone, but with the
t

o

1 i The need to have a promotional role of PRIA was ●

strongly expressed.

PR.

It should act as an advocate for

This could be done through exposure programmes

for other agencies, universities, young persons, etc.

It was also emphasised that existing partners of PRIA

can play this promotional role as well, and it was

recognised that some have already been doing it.
concern was

A

expressed that at this stage of its deve

lopment, PRIA should attempt to build credibility
through its concrete work and not spread itself too
thin. Also, there may be a need to carefully choose
its partners.

2, Another important need is production of materials

PR that are simple,illustrative,

with visuals, etc.

most non-existent,

dar-omotion well as

on

in local languages,

Such materials are presently < ■

Those materials could ho us orf

-.m L*' ● 4
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It was agreed that both and its partners
Some part-should take initiative in this'regard,

ners., like Streevani, are interested in this very
much and will seek the help of others- to identity

the type of materials needed and to develop them.
Thus resource units in different regions could come

and be supported by PRIA.up

Another concrete suggestion was to introduce PR wiuh
industrial labour and their organizations and explore

sibilities of their involvement in it. Occupational

3i

pos

Health and Safety.and modernization were mentioned as

particular examples.

list of resource persons andIt was suggested that a

organizations,skilled and experienced in PR, should
The need for a large resource

- pool was felt and perhaps training in PR and consul
tation skills could be organized to expand this pool

4i

be prepared by PRIA.

of resource persons.

It wasThe newsletter and its scope were discussed,

suggested that the newsletter should promote PR through
illustrations as v/ell.

5.

Also, partners of PRIA should
Currently,the newsletter to seek specific help.use

Gram Vikas needs suggestions for materials, resources

persons, ideas etc, for a new primary education
programme they are planning5'Krishna Kumar needs
suggestions for his proposed study on political
nomy of adult education; and, Streevani welcomes

about the type of training/learning

G co¬

ma toria Is
ideas

on PR.

May 5, 1983,
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