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A Major Victory

fter a 30 yeors struggle, indis-
Acriminute‘|ime5rnnequarrying
in Dehradun - Mussoorie belt of
1J.P. Himalayas has come to an
end. A major victory for environ-
mental activist.

On August 30, 1988, the Sup-
reme Court in a historic judge-
ment directed that all except three
limestone mines in the mine-rav-
aged Doon Valley should be
closed down, finally and forever.
The judgement came in response
to a writ petition filed by the Rural
Litigation and Entitlement Kendra,
Dehradun, Ustar Pradesh in 1983
pleading thot the limestone min-
ing in the hills of Mussoorie is caus-
ing untold miseries fo people,
animals and ecology of the area.

There wili be no appeals against
this decision and any stay orders
obtained by mine-owners in other
courts have been deciared null
and void. The three remaining
mines will work till their leases
expire. After the expiry of their
respective leases they will not be
entitled to the mining operations.
No opplication for renewal of

their leases would be entertained,
the court directed.

"“There is no dispute that con-
tinuance of mining operations
affect environment and ecology
adversly and at the some time
creates a prejudicial situation
against conservationofforests. ltis
therefore, necessary that each of
these working mines shall have fo
wotk with an undertaking that all
care and attention shall be bes-
towed to preserve ecological and
environmental balance while car-
rying on mining operation’, the
court abserved.

The court alsc directed the set-

ting up of o monitoring committee.

which shall have powers to close
down any of the working mines, if
they don't take the necessary pre-
cautions related to afforestation,
controlled mining and proper
disposal of debris. In addition, the
court has directed that 25 percent
of the gross profit of these three
mines be credited Yo the fund for
the monitoring committee, Ke-
cently this committee has recom-
mended massive re-afforestation
in the valley and decided to hond

aver 1,800 hectaresot mined areq
ro U.P. forest despartment which,
in turn, would eormark smaller
regions to organisations interested
in afforestation work.

While the litigation which went on
for five years, the Kendrao orga-
nised onnual camps of volunteers
to plont saplings in the affected
areas. Many times, the citizens
fighting this battle were threo-
tened and attacked by the mine-
owners. But, people carried out
their struggle with little money
and experience in order to pre-
serve the ecological balance of
the said area.

The judgement has not only
cavsed ripples in mining industries
but also reinforced the view that
the courts could be vigilant on
environmental issves.

With one battie gloriously won,
many more need to follow. Never-
theless, this judgement has given
ray of hope to those environmen-
talists and activists who are car-
rying ouf similar struggles against
mindless quarrying in other parts
of the country.
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|ndi-:: s tortunate to have been
endowed with vost water resour-
ces. The total annual precipitation is
anough to place the entire land sur-
face under waoter to a depth of over
one meter. And yet, there is no single
year when we donot experience both
drought ond fioods in differant parts
of the country. Alihough droughts
and floods are contrary phenomens,
their results cre common — loss of
crops, drinking water crises, epidem-
ics and starvohion.

The year 1787 witnessed the cen-
tury's worst drought in almost three-
fourths of the country, along with
flaods in eastern India, Even, in Ker-
ala, which used o receive rainfall for
ten months ir g yeor and is endowed
with 44 rivers and hundreds of lakes,
the rivers d-ied up. Besides, three
cyclones in the month of November
badly affected Andhra Prodesh. Cn
the ofher hand, many pars of the
country |ike Bihar, Assam and West
Bengal faced severe floads.

The yeor 1987 also witnessed the
declaration of the draft of the Na-
tianol Water Policy by the National
Water Resource Council (NWRC]. I
March 1983, the NWRC was setup by
the Government of Indic as an apex
body to evilve narional policies for
development and use of water re-
saurces in conformity with the highest
national interest. After long deli-
berations, the draft of the National
Water Policy was adopted unani-
mously by the council. However, a
clase serutiny of the policy document
would reveal that the underlying prin-
ciples of water resource plonning
and development are fotolly mis-
conceived in Indian context.

perhaps the only substantive

statements made in the policy are: i}
drinking water will receive the highest
priority; i) water 1s @ notional re-
source and the non-river basin states
also have on interest inthe inter-state
rivers; and lastly iii} the river resaurce

planning will be for hydrological units
not on the basis of state-wise ter-
ritories, _

Alihough the policy gives high
priarity to drinking water, any
emphasis on the quality of drinking
water is lacking. According to the
policy, adequate drinking water
facilities would be provided to the
entire popu!ation bath in vrbon ond
rural areas by 1991, Qur policy
makers are not aware thot water
contaminated by nifrates or pesticide
rasidues or industrial wastes does not
deserve to be called drinking water.
On the eve of the Seventh Five Year
Plan, 2.27 lakh villoges were without
pofable water. These villuges have
o assured water supply within a
distance of 1.6 km. Even in those
areas where drinking water is avai-
lable, it is saline or confains fluoride
and toxic elements. if the present-day
process of development invalving
heavy industries, indiscriminate min-
ing and modern agricultural tech-
nology (The Green Revolution) with
i+s relince on chemical fertilisers ond
pesticides is not reversed, drinking
water in the coming years will be
‘ncreasingly contaminated with pais-
onous elements. Therefore, the need
of the hour is to change the present
doy process of development. But the
policy deoes not call for o change or
even a modification of the develop-
mental process. Thus, providing safe
drinking water to the entire popula-
fion by the end of the decade isa pipe
dream.

The policy document envisages the
river basin s @ unit of planning. This
is nothing but blind imitation of the
United States of America’s craze for
‘ater-basin tronsfer of water. By
adopting it, the governmeni haos
openad new doors ‘o a highly ex-
pensive and acalogically disastrous
plan of oction. The policy makers
have consciously ©of unconsciously
ignored the fact that the woter of
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each river has distinctive biological
ond chemical properties which are
determined by the specifics of mineral
and other nuirients in every river
basin. This, in turn, decides the type of
fiora ond founc of a paricular river.
Therefore, inter-basin transfer of
water will lead to the destruction of
various species of flora ond fauna.
Furthermore, a national woter grid
will be more difficult than o national
power grid. A particular river which
has surplus woter ina porticular year
may be deficit in the next year due to
deficient rainfall. As the beds of our
rivers are situated on different levels,
itis impossible to inter-link two rivers
in g two-flow manner, While the
water from the river in the ingher
lavel can easly flow to the terrain
below by gravity, the former cannct
get water in its time of need. Out
tachnocrafs are in favour of linking
the Ganga and the Cauvery. Perhaps,
they are not awore that the Gangotri
Glacier, the source of river Ganga, is
receding at o rate of 18 meires every
yeor. As aresult, the Gangao-Couvery
link scheme will be ¢ failure.

The water policy has laid stress on
the conjunctive use of surface and
ground water resources i.e. the com-
bined operation of both surface and
groundwater. Butin practice, the deci-
cions related to selection and amaunt
of water use are taken with out as-
sessing the impacts of these uses on
soil and environment. As a result,
problems of waterlogging and soil
solinity occur.

The policy also believes that there
is encugh groundwuter available in
the country. It is well recognised that
groundwater levels are rapidly dec!-
ining in the country resulting in a
severe water crisis in about 54,310
villoges spread over 13 siates. It
properly replensihed, India's ground-
water would come up to 10 times the
annual precipitation which is re-
ceived). Rapid groundwater depletion




is the result of government policy
which encourages sinking of more
and more tubewells without any
scheme of recharging groundwater.
The tubewell reduce groundwater
l'evel drastically. It is enly the rich
farmers who benefit from the massive
wbewel| progrommes. Theykeep dig-
ging deeper and deeper to sink their
tubewells. As o result, the shallow
dug weils of the small and margincl
farmers go dry. But cur Government
continuously supports such activities.
Recently, the Minister for Agriculture
has declared that the government of
India is planning to install 1 lakh tube-
wells in the country. Bot in
tAaharoshira, for example, seventy
per cent of all water from state irri-
gation schemes is provided to rich
farmers growing water intensive crops
like sugarcane. This is true in other
states as well and it is always the
small and marginial farmers who have
to pay the price.

Qur planners provide a grandiose
engineering solution {which invclves
billions of rupees) by injecting surfoce
water through vertical droinoge for
artificial recharge of groundwater.
The technological test roises many
guestions. Firstly, are we capoble of
spending this much on recharging
groundwater ? Secondly, are we
ready to aeocept the possibility of
groundwater contamination in such
operations #

On the other hand, there are na-
tural and inexpensive solutions for
recharging groundwater in  our
country. Simple measures like tank
excavatiens, building of bunds and
terracing would cost much less. In
Madhya Pradesh, A.P., Kamataka and
parts of T.N., there are thousands of
percolation tanks and there is vast
scope for thousands of such tanks in
these stotes. if each elevation of a
tank is aHorested, it can store water
and with the natural technique of
inducing percolation, it con setfec-
tively the prablem of drought. To our
dismay, the water policy dees not
even recognise the potential of
percolation tanks. Another advan-
tages of water tanks in the villages is
that the poor and landless villages
are also beneficiaries. For instance,

“the famous Sukhomgiri preject in

Ambola district of Haryana has
'hagbandi’ system under which the
water collected inthe tanks is equally
distributed ameng all the villagers
irrespective of their lond holdings.
The londless can sell their share of
water to anyone who needs more
water. To our policy makers, such o
system of equitcble distributien of
water does not deserve any mention
in the policy document, while the
Seventh Five Year Plan document

well recognises it.

Besides, the relationship between
water and public health has not been
understood by the policy makers yet.
Well-known disecses like malaria,
filaric ond diarrhcea are all water-
borne diseases. These diseases ore
largely attributed to the construchion
of big dams and canals. In Indig,
lakhs of man-days are lost every year
from water-borne diseases. But the
policy document does not mention a
single word on these disecses, leave
alone their control and treatment.

Similarly by omiting arid and semi
arid regions from the policy docu-
ment, the policy makers have created
the impression that water utilisation

oind monagement is only for irrigated
areos. What kind of natienal inte-
gration does it want to promote 2

The water policy does not oppase
major irrigation schemes like big
dams and canals. Mot enly is major
irrigation very expensive and time-
consuming {the cost of creating frash
potential under major irrigation is Rs.
40,000 per hectare} it alse leads toa
centralised delivery system. Besides,
big dams also create many social and
environmental problems. But, the
construction of big dams suits the
technocrats-politicions-contractors
lobby because it involves lof of
commissions, kick-backs and winding
up charges.

Finally, the holistic approach to
understanding the issue of water
utilisation and conservation in rela-
tion with forests, land vse pattern,
faod and energy requirements is
totally missing in the water policy.

From the foregoing, it is clear that
the benefit of the new water policy
will Hlow to the already powerful
sections of the society and the weaker
sections of the society will be further
marginalised.

Development or Destruchion
The Chondil Dom {Subarnorekha Project]
wnder construchon,
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Follow-up of
Anandwan Meeting
Asa follaw-up of Anandwan meet-

ing held doring July 1-3, 1988,
following octivities were organised in
different parts of the country :

1. On September 2, 1988, a 24 haurs
sit-in-demonstration against the
giganticRs. 23,000 crore Naermada
Valley Project wos held at
Churchgate, Bombay. Nearly 200
activists belonging to varicus trade
unions, enviranmental action
groups, and civil liberties groups
took part in the demonstration. An
exhaustive cction plan has been
formulated during the demons-
tration.

For further details, contoct :
Ms. Kiron More, C/o 92, Mistey
Park, 8.D. Road, Bomboy-400 036,

2 On Cetober 2, 1988, o one-day
fast was organised at Kevodia
Colony, the dam-site of the Sardar
Sargvar Project. The fast was jointly
organised by Narmada Dhomgrust
Samiti, Moharashtra, tormada
Ghati Navnirman Somiti, Madhya
Prodesh and Normoda Asorgrust
Sangharsh Somifi, Gujarat. Hund-
reds of people mainly oustees of
the Serdar Sarovar Project took
part in the fast.

Faor further q:le;mils contack :

Ms. Medha Patkar, MNormada
Dhrangrast Samiti, Post Box
Ne. 52, Dhule, Maharashtra.

3. On October 16, 1988, the forum
for People - Oriented Water Utili-
sation (POWU) organised a one-
day meeting af Bombay against
the Narmada Valley Project. Apart
from the discussions on proposed

proegramme of nction, issues like
economic appraisal of the NVP, its
ecological and sociol costs and
alternatives were widely discussed.

For further detoils, contact :

Ms. Kiran Mere, C/o 92, Misiry
Park, B, Desai Road,

Bombay-400 036

4. During September 10-11, 1988, a
netional meeting was organised at
Chaibasa, Bihar to protest against
the construction of Rs. 1,200 crare
Subarnarekha Multipurpose Pre-
ject in Bihar. Environmentulists and
activists from nine states tock part
in the meefing. Neary 500 portici-
pants mainly custees took active
part in the meeting. On the final
day, o large public meeting wos
held.

For further details, conkacy ;

Dr. Yikas Amte, C/o Moharogi
Sava Samiti, Anandwan - 442 914,
Via Warora, Dist, Chandrpur,
Maharashira.

Jal Andolan

or the past few years, the North

Bihar hos witnessed wrath of
nature in the form of floods, extensive
water logging, water pollution and
scarcity of drinking water. To raise
public opinion and consciousness on
such issues, a four day march wos
organised from Joha to Katihar by
Sampooran Kranti Manch during
October 30 - November 3, 1988.

For further details, contact :
Mr. Raghupati, Shyom Press, Poorvi
L chamipur, Patna - 800 003, Bihar.

international
‘Seminor on Sustoinable
Water bevelopment

he first conference of the Inter-
national Rivers Network washeld
in San Francisco, California from June

7-11, 1988. W brought together &0
activists from 25 nations to coordi-
‘nate campaigns for saving the world's
rivers and promoting sustainable

. development. The conference endo-

rsed the San Francisco Decloration,
which calls for a margtorium on large
dams that are environmentally or

‘sacially destructive. The conference

adopted alist of 20 key dam projects,
which includes Narmada and Tehri
projects, that will represent the focus
of future international compaigns.

Samindr on Floods

uring August 27-28, 1988, a twa

day seminar on the problems of
floods in North Bihar was orgonised
by Samata Gram Sewa Scnsthon ot
Patwa. Many gross-roots organisa-
tions ond people’s organisation took
active part in the seminar. Various
phencmenon relating to the occu-
ranice of floods were widely discussed
in the seminar.

Faor further details, contact :

Mr. Rovindra, Samta Gram Seva
Sonsthan, Shyam Press, Poorvi
Loharipur, Patna - 800 003

Save. Roinforest Compaign

Agroup of citizens, along with the
members of Gandhi-in-Action
and the Energy and Environment
Group, staged o silent demonstration
outside the Malaysian High Com-
mission on October 11 to protest
against the indiscriminate felling of
rainforests in Malaysia. The Protest
was o part of the ‘Save Rainforest
Campaign’ to arouse public con-
sciousness against the cutting of
rain-forests.

For further details, contact -

Mr. A.B. Bhardwaj, Save Rainforests
Campaign, 3, Lajpat Bhowan, New
Delhi - 110 D24,




Wat Deserls

1 I rrigated land in India is yielding

1.7 tonnes of ftoodgrains per
hectare whareas the actual produc-
tion should have been at lenst 5
tonnes”, according to o report titled
‘Wet Deserts’, published by Energy
and Environment Group, The report
argues that the situation is much too
simitar in most parts of the world. The

‘report focusses on the plight of the

irrigated land in the country and
argues for the reclamation of de-
graded land. The report alse pro-
poses solutions for the reclamation of
saline soils. The report is priced of Rs.
20($ 15 outside India) and is available
from:

£nergy and Environment Group, Post
Bag No. 4, New Dethi - 110 066.

Sordar Sorovar Oustess n
Modhlya Pradesh : What Do They
Know T

A Delhi-based research group,
Multiple Action Research Group,
is conducting surveys of villages of
Madhya Pradesh that wilt be dis-
ploced by the Sardar Sarovar Project.
The group has, so far, published four
reports which carry detoils related to
the extent of informaotion on dam,
displocement and rehabilitation comu-
nicated to the pecple of would-be
affected villages by the Government
of Madhya Pradesh.

For further details, contact :—

Dr. Yasudha Dhagamwar, Multiple
Acticn Research Group, B-2/104 B,
gg;duriung Enclave, Mew Delhi- 110

Whar's Environment ofl about ?
This is a simple, reading book

focussing on larger issues of en-
vironment in the country. The book

include issues like dams, forests,
water, health, etc with equal empha-
sis an local problems and regicnal
variptions. The book will be worth-
while not only to students and tea-
chers but also to lay public inferested
in such issues,

The book con be obtgined fram .
Centre for Environment Cancerns, 14,
Jyoti Cooperative Housing Society,
Trimulghery Post, Secunderabad -
500 015, Andhra Pradesh.

Peepal

Hindi bi-menthly report nomed
'peepal’ is brought out by the
Energy and Environment Group to
create public awareness on the indis-
criminate destruction of rainforestsin
the worid, The annual subscription to

the report is Rs. 30.

For further details, contoct -
Mr. Sudhirendra Sharma, Energy and
Envirenment Group, Post Box - 4,

New Dethi - 110 086,

Appen Action Alert

he Asis-Pacific Environment

Network [APPEN) is o coalition of
over 300 groups in the Asis-Pacific
region. The Appen in collaboration
with Schabat Alam Malaysis [SAM}
has launched a global compaign for
conservation of natural resources in
the Asio - Pogific region. It regularly
brings out an action alert on these
issues.

For further details :

S.M. Mochd Idnis, C/fo APPEN, 37,
Lorong Birch, 10250 Penang, West
Malaysia.

Saandh Samachor

his is o monthly newsletter in

Hindi, publihsed by Normada
Sagar Sangarsh  Samiti, Harsud,
Madhya Pradesh focussing on the
current environmentel and social
issues related to Normoda Sagar
dam {now called as Indira Sagar
dam) in Madhyo Pradesh. It carries
articles based an firsi-hond informa-
tion collected from submerging vil-
lages. The annuat subscription to the
newsletter is Rs. 24. Donations are
also walcome.

For further details, contact
Mr. Ramesh Billorey, Narmada Sagar
Sangursh Samiti, Horsud, Dist.
Khandwa, Madhya Pradesh.

Suardar Sorovar Dam and
Ousiess

Fnr the past several yeors, the
Chattra Yuva Sangarsh Vahing,
Gujarat is tirelessly working omong
the oustees from the Sardar Sarovar
dam. The Yahini faced many hardship
in providing proper rehabilitation ta
the oustees of Guiaral. The expe-
rience of Yohini is well documented
in a recent booklet published by the
same. Written in a simple and lucid
languoage, the booklet contains the
history of siruggle corried out by the
Yahini. The bookiet is written in Hindi
ond priced ot Rs. 1.

For further details, contact :

Chattra Yuva Sangharsh Vahini,
Mangral, Raojpiple, Dist. Bharuch,
Gujarat - 393 150,




FOCUS

The most important task before our
country is the removal of hunger and
poverty. While action on severa:
fronts is needed for this, land reform
is the mostimportant front. To remove
hunger it is not enough that food
production must increase, it is also
impertant that it should grow on the
farms of smaller and weaker sections
of peasantry, having preper owner-
shio rights over the land they culti-
vote. This can only be ensured by rad-
ical land reforms. Infact, ino country
like ours where after 40 years of
Independence, 70 percent of the
population stifl depends on agricul-
ture, one cannct think of an overall
development of the economy without
implementing proper lond reforms.

The Government has always ex-
pressed its commitment to enact land
reform laws and implenment them
but somehow this has not led to the
desired results. For instance, Agricul-
tural coses datn of 1981 on opero-

Land Reforms : How Real ?

tional heldings tells us that 74.5 per-
cent of the small holdings {of less than
2 hectares} have only a 26.3 percent
share of the total operates area while
11.5% of the big holdings have a
52 5% share in the total operated
areq. Thus, despite the land reforms
of various kinds significant inequali-
ties continue to exist.

As for tenamcy reform while very
reliable estimotes of the extent of
tenancy are not available, to some
extent the very basis of tenancy re-
forms has come into  question.
Tenancy refarms were based on the
assumption of rich land lords from

whom poeor tenants had to be pro-

tected. in recent years, the pheno-
menon of ‘reverse tenancy” hos been
noticed in some areas, especially in
developed arens. Many of those who
lease out land ore poor, mainly
due to small and uneconomic land
holdings. This phenomenen had been
witnessed during the drought periods.

While, some may be rich, some

‘widows may lecse out land, some

who have employment in nearby fown
may lease out land for a variety of
reasons. Therefore the lows enacted
may not do full justice to more varied
group of leasors of kind existing
today. However, the cld view of big
landlords depriving poor shoracrop-
pers still continue to valid in mary
parts of the country.

With modern machinery, tractors,
combine harvestors and other ‘agri-
culturabimplements, the slogon of
“Land to the Tiller' moy prove costly
if it is not defined in precise terms.
With the expansion of copitalist mode
of production, it is possibie for a rich
landowner with the help of his family
members to cultivate a huge siretch
of land. Should this 'tiller' be aliowed
ta own such lands 2 While, o poor
widow may not be able to cultivate
her own land. Should this “non-tiller"”
be allowed to pay the price ?

Whither Land Reforms

"NEWSHOUND

By Rap

: WE HAD NO CHOICE, SIR—
i WE HAD TO KILL THIS

EXTREMIST/

BY VEMANDING HIGHER

WAGES AND LAND
REFORMS /

courtesy : The Shatesman
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Pear Friends,

We are writing to offer our warm thanke for your efforta opposing
Thalland's Nam Choan dam project.

Your work, as well as that of. Kanchanaburi residents, Bangkok
professionals and students, non-governmental organizations, civil
servants, sclentists, the media, and other anvironmentaliets from
around the world, finally beore frult on March 1§ when a committee
appointed by the government unanimously voted to ehelve the project.

The alliance that brought this about could not have succeeded

- without the active participation and ccoperation of all of ua. If
Kanchanaburi{ people had not been vigilant, the dedicated efforts of
conservationlst organizatione would have come to nothing; Lf students
had not put their heads together with scientiste and the media, plans
for the dam would be going ahead today. And without the aupport of
concerned organlzations and individuals abroad, the movement to
preserve the Thung Yal and Huay Kha Kheeng sanctuaries could never have
achieved the critical mase it has today.

The Wam Choan victory hde encouraged ue to press forward in our
suppert for other movements showing promiee of being able to unite
broad sections of eoclaty behind programs for a sustainable future.

One of the moat lmportant of these movements in Thalland involvesa
villagers all acrcss the poor Northeaet who are rallying to dafend
Long-used community forest and agriculcural lands from lovaeion by
bueinesses, government and fnternational bodies bent on watablishing
eucalyptua plantaticne.

[n this battle, as in similar battlee being waged by villagers in
the North who are tryilng to stop local loggers from denuding the upland
foreated watersheda which faed their fields, livelihood and environ-
mental concerns are seésentially one,

We are aleo planning to join the protest over the recent granting
of permisaion to logging companies to cut trees in Thai wildlife
sanctuaries, as well aa the fight to save the country's remaining
mangrove foreets.

In all af this we are heartensd by what we perceive as a new
poaslbility of linking local people engaged in environmental strugples
on the grassroots level with middle-claes academics and activiat groups
around the world. We feel that grassroots movements have many
theoretical, political and tactical lessons to teach world
gnvironmental groups, and that world environmental groups in turn have
a great many indispensible regources and action opportunities to offer
graseracts movements which have not yet been tapped. We are sugtained
by the hope that concrete work on further issues in many countries will
glve us the collective opportunity to expand and deepen the under-
standfing, connectiona, and democratic procesess we need to enauvre
a future for all of ua. Sincerely,

By e .
Wi B0 Crae

Witoon Permpongsacharoen
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EVALUATING THE TEHR1 DAM
An urended Cots Benredls Appraisal

b
Wijay Parnjpye

Juse vik8

IPIDTAN MATIONAL TRUET FOR AET AHD
CULTIRAL HERTTAGE

Evulunfing the Tehri Dom : An
extended cost benefit Appraisal.
By Wijy Paranjpye. INTACH, 71,
Ladhi Estate, New Delhi - 110 003
{Price not stated)

In recent years, the Tehri dam hos
generated more controvesy than
proposed electricity and irrigation.
Conceived in 1949, the Tehri dam is
rock - filled 260, high construction on
the hills of Garhwal Himalayos of
Uttar Pradesh and expected to
generate 1000 mw of electricity and
irrigate ¢n area of 2.7 lakh hectares
of ploins of Uttar Pradesh. On the
other hand, mony controversies
ranging from seismicity to economic
vaiability surround the dam project.

A team of interdisciplinary re-
searchers headed by Mr. Vijay
Paranipye from Wadia College, Pune,
vnder the duspices of the Indian Na-
tionat Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage (INTACH) has come out
with o number of startling focts and
figures which justify the feors ex-
pressed by the social activists and
environmentalists that the project is
ill-conceived, The study clearly in-
dicates thot the refurn to the in-
vestment from this dom would be very

Costs Outweigh Benefits

poor, the displaced populdtion will
suffer enormous losses and the en-
vironmental risks cannot be com-
pensated by the benefits in terms of
power generction and irrigation.

“The project authorities had been
able te get the sanction of this project
by the Planning Commission by over-
stating benefits ond underestimating
the costs immensely', says the study.
Fer instance, the net benefits due to
increase in agriculturol production
claimed by the outhorities was around
Rs. 157 crore while the study proved it
to be around Rs. 65 crore per annum.
Similarly, the values calevlated by
Mr. Paranjpye are ot variance with
those colculoted by the dam autho-
rities: The former put cost of power at
75 paise per unit, the laHer at 35
paise. The authorities put the useful
life of the dam at 100 years, the study
at 62 years. The latter estimate is
based on the onnugl measurements
of heavy loads of silt carried by the
river Bhagirathi in the last two
decades.

The study puts the final cost-benefit
ratio at 1: 0.56 which means thot for
every rupee invested in the protect,
return will be worth just 36 paise.
While, the Planning Commission
approve only those projects which
have o cost-benefit ratio of 1:1.5.

The study also soys thot the dam
site was o major drawback, Situated
barely 100 km. away from the Chinese
border, it would be the first rarget in
the event of a wor with China. The
reservoir will came an increase in the
langth of tha read between Rishikesh
and the border pickets which will
lengthen the first strike response time
of the Indion Army, which can have

adverse conseguences, according to
the study.

Cther findings of the study are
summarised below —
—The B/C ratio for irrigation will be

1.28/1, and not 3.49/1, ns esti-
mated by the dam authorities.

— The rehabilitation record of the
project authorities has been dismol
and the sufferings to oustees has
been under-estimated.

_.B5,600 people are going tc be
uprooted due to the Tehri dam,
and not 46,000 as estimated by the
authorities.

— There are feasible alternatives te
the present Téhri dom.

— Due to the modifications suggested
by the Soviet experts, the project
cost will escalate 15 times, ta Rs.
2,930 crore.

Being one of the first few cost-
benefit appraisal of major dams in
indio carried by a non-governmental
osrganisation, the study will not only
stregthen the heads of opponents of
large doms but also provide deeper
insights on what mean sustainable
development.

~ No doubt, there has been a grow-
ing consciousness ond increase in
litarature on environmental problems
and solutions. Unlike this study, they
lack interdisciplinary approach. Such
interdisciplinary studies are very
much needed today to question the
viability and feasibility of large dums
in the country and abroad.

D

Society for Participatory
Reaseorch in Asia

PRIY A,

45, Sainik Farm,
Khan Pur,

New Delhi - 110062




