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Linkage botween Porticipatory Research

Participatorv Evaluation and Participatory Trainin
Bececuse of incrensing currency of the terms PR, PE

and PT, the issue ofulinkages between them was raised,

Based on their own experiences, the participants felt that

PR, PE and PT are closely_inte:liﬁked. “One group or project

may begin PR, but soon.move on to PE and PT, So, it*is diffi-

cult to comparimeiitalize them, thoughldifferént“phasea.of a
preject may emphasise them differentinlly - PR, PE and PT
becoming central at different times., In fact, @ﬁe opininn
was that PE has to be an ongoing part of any PR project.
Since PE'is ongoing evaluation, a series of preliminary

analysis are small stepns in PE - 2 part of the overall movoe-

ment towards PR and final analysis. As far as the empower-—
ing function of PR is concurned, it is also the same with PE
and PT, Similarly, lecrning and knowledge are comnon elemehts
in all three. As somcong put it, PE and PT may be the tools
of PR.

It wes mentioned thet PT, ot times, may be a short,
separate cvent. It may alsoc have a NaxTrow, technical purpcsé.
Yet, it wos also arguoed, thet PT should be conscicusly buixd
in any eoffort of PR and PE. In fact, tronsfer of skills
should be secen as consistent with and an integral part of
any PR or PE effort.

One interesting issuc thot was discussed was whetheor
PR/PE is possible with all types of organizotions. It was
said that the exgent of internal democracy and people's
participation in an orgeonizaticn may be one of the main
factors in attempting PR/PE with thot crganization, Yot,
another opinion was that initiating PR/PE with highly auto-
cratic, hierarchical crganizations may make them sensitive
to participation and thorcby influence them,

Complexity of Roles in Participatory Rescarch

Unlike traditional definition of ~ limited roscarcher
role, the issue of variety and complexity of roles in PR wrs
discussed., One central concern was the extent of activism
thot an outside resocarcher can engage in., It was clarificd

that exemples of PR without professionally trained, exteznal

......I4.
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Recognizing the sorry staxo of primary cducation in the

country, it was suggestec that community pressure is needed
to'inprove-prinary educetion, Perhaps primary education con
become a pﬂrt of adult LdUCvtlvﬂ curriculum; perhaps, it can
‘be a part of the sociul vﬂengo,ag nda of activist groups and

organlz“tlons.

Another interosting issuc for PR was £o focus arcund
primary schocl as a place of social learning.  Given tho
widespread presence of primaiy scheels in the country, could
PR be used to focus on them as a starting point for analysing

inequality and oppression?

"Secondly, the traditional research in primary educaticr
has focused upon issues of learner motivatioh, dropouts, ctc.
and created a'blame the victimi'syndrome.-_Can PR look into
the question of primary ecucation and help expose some of the
myths and create now cottegories and ways of analysis, un-
derstanding and action?

Forest Studles and Part 1C1patory Reseqrch

The discussion in this group focused upon tw« ong i
‘Forest Studies in Orissa and Himachal Pradesh, It was found
the the study Wwas facingy o major tension around PR, The twin
objectives of Forest Studics are influencing the mational
forest policy and faciiiirting lccal mobilization of forest
dwellers, While. the former roquires academic rigour and
respectability, the lattur can be accomplished only through
PR. This compinaticn of mncre and micro foci and involve-
ment of local activist groups in designing the study has lec
to the proliferation and expansion of study contents and
SCOpe.

- Thus on the one hand the scope and requirements of tn
study have become large, the time and resources available
are small, on the othe¢r, This has put considerable pressuxre
on local groups involved in the study to accomplish so much,
sc guickly. Moreover, thc local groups axre not fully equi-~
pped, personnel and skill wise, to undertake the study quick.

It was then agreed to redesign the study by reducing
its contents and scope in the first-phase and giving it a
cevelical noture, Segeondlvyv., troining for 1tho staff of lacol
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groups and usc of group interviews as a central method of
data=collection may further facilitate accomplishment of the
twin objectives

' This group discussion demonstrated the tensions in
- engaging in PR on a n2tional, macro issue, the impact cof time
~and resource constraints on practical elaboration of the me-
thodology, and the need for ccntinuous evaluation and inno-

vation in order to meve ahead,

—~

De81qn1nq a Baseline Survoy

One interest group'focusod upon actually designing a
baSeline.survey using PR for a2 programme of rural women. It
.was designed in such a way 2s to include both process and out-—
come variables, since it was felt that monitering the ﬁrocess
is critical for the empowarnent of rural womene

"The group decided to use group discussion as its main
method of data collection, This was felt to be useful in
promoting rural women's participation in and contribution to
data--colliecticn, as well as catalyzing the process of selfe
reflection among those women, It was also mentioned that
perhaps a simple camcrc could also be used as a tool for
data-collection.

It was propose:: that the initial design for bkaseline
survey should be discussed witn rural women and they should
.have the option to aod/dnlate/modlfy its elements as well as
o gquesiion its relevance to them.

Finally, the nved to have multiple documents (forms
of presentation) for differcent audiences was discussed, In
this particular case, it was felt that report in three langu-
ages may be needed: English, Hindi and local dialect. The
local dialect report could be hamlet-wisc also, such that
rural women can make some use of it,

Women_and Participatory Research
 The interest group discussion on women got into per—
 ]éona17Con6erds-ahd experienéas of group members, Since the
'dlscu951on became $0 pOISODLllSCd it was difficult to report
=1t. y .

- o o s : . . . - _ilo.oooo'?-l'
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However, two.general points can be made here. Firstly, it
was felt thqt'PR is perhabs'the only apprepriate methodology
for women and their;iséues;j Seccndly, perhaps women are

more efrective parﬁicipatoi&fresearchers than men, A separatc
note 'A Thinking Point?! ié_fbcusing on this second issuc,

Role of PRIA . ..

P | . .

In reviewing the past activities of PRIA, two main issues

were mentioneds

(a)  PRIA is working with other groups, organizations
. associations and agencics cngaged in rural or urban
areas, Its role has been to support and aséist these
organizations in carrying out their own programmes and
activities. Thus PRIA is attempting to contribute to
people's empowerment, organizatioh and advancement
through these modiating organizations.

(b} In a related issue, one participant described PRIA as

8]

a 'pickle.' It is not to be caten alone, but with tho
rice and bread of such mediating crganizations, theri-
by adding to taste and flavour. This sucrinctly does=—
cribed the noture of partnorship that PRIA'picklic'has

and can have with the'ricc and bread'of peoplets.struggls

Several suggestions for the future role of PRIA alsc
emerged., The mailn ones ared '

[ The necd to have a promoticnal rele of PRIA was
strongly expresscd. It should act os an advocate ror
PR, This could be done through exposure programmnes
for other agencies, universities, young persons, ctc,
It was also emphosiscd that existing partners of CHIA
can play this »rom~tional role as well, and 1t was
recognised that some have already boen doing it., A
concern was expressed that at this stage of its devie
lenment, PRIA should attempt to build credibility
through its concrete work and not sprcad'itself toz

, thin, Also, therozmay he o need 1o carcefully chous.
its paztners,

24" Another important need is production of matcrials on
PR that are simplesillustrative, in local languages,
with visuals, etc, Such materials arc presently ©l-
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It was agreed that both PRIA and its partners
should take initiative in this regard. Some part-
ners,. like Streevani, are interested in this very

. much and will seck the help of others to identity
the type of materials needed and to develop them,

. " fhus resource units in different regions could come

. up and be supported by PRIA,

3. Another ¢oncrete suggestion was to introduce PR with
1ndustr1al labour and their organizations and ‘explorc
. possibilities of thelr involvement in 1it. Occupational
Health and Safety and modernization were mentioned as
particular examplcs.,

4, -1t was suggested that a list of resource persons and
' organlzgtlons,ukllled and experienced in PR, should
- be prepared by PrIA. The need for a large resourcc
pool was felt and perhaps training in PR and consul-
tation skills could be organized to expand this pool
of Tesource PeTSONS, -

5, - The newsletter and its scope were discussed, It was
suggested that the newsletter should promote PR thrwo |
illustrations as well, Aiso, partners of PRIA should
use the newsletter to scek specific help, Currcntly,
Gram Vikas necds suggestions for materials, resouxrces
persons, ideas e¢tc, for a new primary éducation
programme they are plannings Krishna Kumar needs
suggestions for his propoesed study on pclitical ecco-
nomy of adult education; and, Streevani welcomes
ideas about the type of training/learning materials
on PR.

o2 RS R

May 5, 1983,
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On the other hand, it was olso sald that
clarify emerges through pr”xis. Wic can have clarity on sc.
issues, but muy be guite vaguennd confusad about g
we walt for a final thesis or complete clarity ? Pexhaws o
One way to occquire greoter clarity is to engage with poorls,

to act in & concrete situstion, to analyse with people.

One csnect of this dubote lod Lo an onalysis of azti--

1
-y

onal scene - the political scene in particular., It was diss
cussed that peclitical parties, state, non~governmental orgo-
nizations, tzode unions ctc., are not monolithic structurcs.
Simple generalization asout thom may not be possible, One
may “have +1{c¢ amamine 2 concrote situction to decide wherc

te bagin. Yei, it was o2l craued thot o minimum macre Lomo-
pecitive is neces%nxy to oenvorm micro action and choices, The
incroasing g0 etweon Tho o rity ond the Class was seen o&

an importent phenniénon i the present ootitical scene. I

S suggested by so it PR ocan contribuTe o onetions
the class in a local situaticn. '

Two cther important peints were made, First, PR o3
a contribution to thy actions f the cluss doos not becoiin
‘identical with class struggle, And people's reseadvch does
not imply th~t PR is a wvalue~irce, fromework - free, perse
pective~free focilitetion of people'’s ressarch. Secondivy
it was felt that those of us engnged in PR have to nerhags
attempt to bring about chonges in values and athitudes {snv,

democratic interection) in cur personal lives and institu-
tiocns., Thils mey be o aeginning in the rlght direction.

The debaote on this topic was ot times lively and ot
times drab, As im perhors a2vident, no simple conclusions

CY COMMon ConsensSus WoXle 1o8ciicG,  wo perhnps came back witn
more questions ~nd doubis,
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