
Hf.'t i•· 

. o ea,m or . Lpa1;0ry seiich llethod.o o _. o1 'i, ••1i A~},jf\?1 
--~'>'--.,c'_)G,, ', . • . :1':!ti'Tit~,_ ... , Studiesst:-, f-,<ff:im""'''·:f4ih,~~-,VJtJk'· t?~',,,t' J,11'::::----- I 

' .. - -7· --- . .' - - ·~ 
- ..L..... _,, _, ~ ~ .... ~ -~c---1 ..... ,_.,.;.,4,. ·, ..,... - ·-~' .. ::: ...... · ')_+' 

bse notes are i.."ltenied. to provide a broad guideline for conducting 
studies~ 'on Forest in di££ erent states by different institutions. 
These are- to: be.'discus-sed in· the Research-cum-Organising Committee 
on September 24 and then finalised. It was agreed on July 30 

$r':l, meeting that an attemp~ should be made to use, as £~ .as .... 
i :;,;, : i" C-fB, - possible, a common £rame~ork ·and methodology in' ~l "tliese studies • 

. tt~i;~Qir .. ;2~ ,,_The methodologf of~_~art"tcip~tor,y ~es~~ch (PR) i~- bl~~ed to . 
• • • ___ ~ pr9~d13 ~ ~on--academic, • action-oriented -and authentiQd3ffotj; . :t;g: , 

-:·:~aev:~o}S"'a?i' alteriia:five d'ata;.;base- on the e:xperiiif'cea;;o.(""po9;· torest 
. ts~ -''d,~eller"s; - So~ 'PR Ts ··an attempt to create an authentic, real and 

~,._ • ~alternate dooumentati-oa of- ~the impact.of .exist4!& .F.orest legislation ,.~- . ..,... : ,.,, ..,_. ~~,... _.,,,._ . ·. '.. . --~-\. -· ... 
. • • . and Administration on common people living in forest. areas. • This 

:;' ' will provid:e Ii: basisFother than ·government ts data,<:.tor arguing for 
.,,, anew.Forest policy.· - ···,.-~ •.~ 

. Obviously,· such a d:ata-base and documentation is not poEfSible-
i, . .t; _·. . ·- without fovolvitig tlie people themselves. 'Ibis involvement of 

,,,,,. '1 2-~! people in these studies- is not just a procedural requirement but 
also ideological. The manner- of carr,ying out these studies should 

::.::, :;J;.?~\i• also facilitate further mobilisation 0£ forest dwellers. 'lhus this 
,f;c ~ .research shquld be .used as.a means to make forest dwellers, their 

.:..1~. ; e activists and organisatj,.ons to be more capable and confident of 
'·c • .·(,l~j,· ~. carr,ying out their struggles on" a continued oasis~ '"-'1 ;:. :· 

;;.. '=~~ - • - .~ - -,. ·- :1 

r."'_-~_::;,-_/'" -l•·~ • 4. ~- ~r· £a start•,tid.ngl.-pol·-int-, __ in te~c~ 'tstate oi r)9t?-Onki! loc~thorrganit-sad:tionll(s) 
~: ;~l L~ ~-. o., . orE_3s - we ers_ or ac l.~_l!I group,_s wor ng WJ. ores . :we ers 

• +~--- be invited 'to be par~ers i.tl. the study. 'lhese organisation{s)· . 
. , ~:~:- should then be the mainst_ay 0£ carrying out data-collection, analysis 
~:. f'Jt and reporting in the study;' 

I 

5. As a first step, the concrete focus in that· state or region be· 
developed in active discussion and Jointlywith this group(s) or 
organisation( s). Though the broad focus and contents of study 
are outlined their exact manifestation will still need to be 
determined in each area. 

6. At this stage, it may also be useful to invite a few local 
researchers, from institutes/universities in the area. They ma,y 
get involved in the study and thus make valuable contributions. 
Even if such individuals are not presently involved i~ similar 
questions their involvement in the study could radicalise them and 
provide long term basis for support in the area. 

'!he partner organisation(s)/group(s)/individual(s) should identify 
several local activists for potential activists(s) who could be 
involved in data-collection and analysis. Their numbex will 
depend on coverage, say one from each village. These persons could 

' .. '•,,.....,. _, 

be students, activists in local movements, school teachers etc. • 
They are obviously not 'professional' researchers, but eve ·"'·'"'. 
they are just literate, 1-t will be alr~,~". ':·z;f5i:t,J;,;~:-_ • 

Tiie methods: of d.at~colle~ti<>n could theii :b/ae'..;i.;;f-L 
~ consultation with this large group. ~ethods ·coui'cfiifc 
·; questionnaires, individual ~r group interviews, 1:.1'1!. . ._ 

stu~ camps, re.cords analysis, etc. One has to. 'Se DX" • • 
~ developing a' wide"''range of "methods .• The 'methods sii"ci,r 

\ ·__,~such that _they pr~~~':~ invo+vei:ien\ 0£ -~ 1ar_,, 
\;~f f orest-dwell:fB~ in data-collection. • . , ::;.!;;:, \ 
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The most· crucial stage --0£ data-analysis should ·be carried out 
in such a way that activists and forest~dwellers are encouraged 
to develop their own analysis. Professionally trained 
researchers c&n also develop their independent analysis initially, 
but this should be shared with the acti vista and forest-dwellers . 
Thus interaction of ~everal.aruilyses should be promoted to bring 
out diverse position~ and E)Ilhanced awareness. 

Reporting of research fina.ings should be in several forms. One 
is obviously a written form meant for a common set of studies, 
intended for influencing_ government policy-makers. Other forms 
shou;l.d be !()pular pne_s - like charts, g;aphs, local language 
palllphlets, audio-vislial,s, _etc. '!hey can ·be ·used to promote 
further dicsussion and dialogue in the area among forest-dwellers, 
actl. vista, local organisations and groups. The findings shquld 
also be actively shared with local research institutes and 
universities to mobilise more ~tudents e.'ld researchers to join 
the struggle. 

Finally, the_findings from ot~er regiqns/states should be 
summariocd and fed back to activists and forest dwellers of that 
region so as to enhance their awareness Qi' experiences in other 
areas; develop a national p¢rspective a,.-id common bonds of 
struggles. . .••, : r ,-... _ .. 

It is the incorporation of all these elements that vill make 
this stuey most valuable.· Clearly, what is outlined above is 
not merely a rigid sequence; it may be cyclical and iterative 

such that several cycles of data-collection, analysis and 
reporting are carr.i.ed out ~it.hin t:b.e phase of. the stud,y. • 
Mo~eover, suggestions o:C PR made here are based on evolving 
concepts and pra<;i1;ice. Hence _it may be eq_ually useful to keep 
notes of and document, in detail, the methodology used such that 
these could be compared from other regions and lessons drawn for 
its future usage in similar issues and dissirailar settings. 

Best of luck! 

sd/ 
RaJesh Tandon 

September 1982 
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