These notes are 1ntenied %o prov1de a broad guldellne for conducting
studles on Forest in different states by different institutions,
These are t0 be discussed in- the Research~cun-Organising Committee
on September 24 and then finalised. It was agreed on July 30
meeting that an attempt should be made to use, as far as

possidle, a common framework ‘and methodology in “all ‘these studles.
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 The methodology of” participatory research (PR) is intended to-

: provide a non~academic, ‘action-oriented and authentln*effor; tq

““aeveloﬁ‘ an’ éiternaﬁve dats-base on the experierives;of poof forest
dwellers. So, ‘PR 'is ‘an attempt to create an authentic, real and
_"alterrate documentation of-the impact.of existing Forest legislat:l.an
. and Admlnlstratlon on common people living in forest areas. This
will provide & basis, ‘other than government's dsta,efor arguxng for
a nev Forest policy. oL T e

. 0bv1ously, such a data—base and documentation is not possible

 without 1nvolv1ng tné people themselves, This involvement of
people in theSe studies is riot just a procedural requirement but
also ideological. The manner of carrying out these studies should
also facilitate further mobilisation of forest dwellers. Thus this
..research should be used as a means to make forest dwellers, their
_activists and organlsatlons to be more cgpable and confldent of
carrying out their struggles on a contimed 3asls.;f‘; '

As a starting point, in each state or region, local organlsat:.on(s)
of forest-dwellers or activist groupls) working with forest-dwellers
be invited Yo be partners ih the study. These organisation(s)

should then be the malnstay of car;ylng out data-collection, analysis
and reportlng in the study: : e

As a first step, the concrete focus in that state or region be
developed in active discussion and jointlywith this group(s) or
organisation(s). Though the broad focus and cntents of study
are outlined their exact manifestation will stiil need tc¢ be
determined in each area.

S 6. At this stage, it may also be useful to invite a few local
o researchers, from 1nst1tutes/un1vers1t1es in the area. They may
' get involved in the study and thus mszke valuable contributions.
Even if such individuals are not presently involved in similar
guestions their involvement in the study could radicalise them and
provide long term basis for support in the area.

7. The partner organisation(s)/group(s)/individualés) should identify
several local activists for potential activists(s) who could be

involved in data-collection and analysis. Their number will

depend on coverage, say one from each village. These persons could

be students, activists in local movements, school teacher

They are obv1ously not profe351ona1' researchers but

consultatlon with thls large group. Methods coul
i questlonnalres, individual or group interviews,"
,,* study camps, records analy318, ete.

developing a wide” Tange of ‘methods. h
7 such that they prOmote the involvement of the large
‘of forest-duellers in data—collectlan.
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The mOSt cruclal stage of dafa-analys1s should be carrled out
in such a way that activists and forest-dwellers are encouraged
to develop their own analysis. Professienally trained

- researchers cuan aiso devel op their independent analysis initially,

but this should be shared with the activists and forest-dwellers.
Ihus lnteractlon of ceveral analys s should be promoted to bring

‘ “out dlverse posltlons and enhanced awareness.

1o

Reportlng of research findings should be in several forms. One
.is obviously a written form meant for a common set of studies,
intended for influencing governmernt policy-makers. Other forms
should be popular. ones - like charts, graphs, local languege

.r»pamphlats, audio-visuals, .etc. They can be used ‘to promote
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further dicsussion and dlalogue in the area among forest-dwellers,

activists, local organisations and groups. The findings should

also be actively shared with lpcal research institutes and
universities to mobilise more students and researchers to join
the st mggle.

Finally, the findings from other reglons/states should be
summariecd and fed back to acthlsts and forest dwellers of that
region so as to enhance th#ir awareness af’ eXperiences in other
areas, develop a national persnectlve and common bonds of
struggles. P

It is the incorporation of all these elements that will make
this study most valugble. Clearly, what is outlined above is
not merely a rigld sequence; it may be cyclical and iterative
such that several cycles of data-~collection, anelysis and
reporting are carried out within the phase of the study.
Moreover, suggestions of FR made here are based on evolving
concepts and practice. Hence it may be equally useful to keep
notes of and document, in detail, the methodology used such that
these could be compared from other regions and lessons drawn for
its future usage in similar issues end dissiuilar settings.

Best of luck!

sd/

RaJesh Tandon
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