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re now 1iving in a rapidly changed world. Certain
;ctaristics of the world are specially relevant for our
ussion on adult education and cultural development. First
:}acterist1c of this is the unipolar nature of the
=£¢mporary world scenario. This unipolar nature is not merely
n-geograph1ca1 political or military sense, but it is unipolLar
::econom1c and socio-cultural sense as well. It is now being
creasingly assumed that capitalist form of economic
~6;93n1satlon as demonstrated in the count,ries of the North is the
‘on1y appropriate form of economic organisation in all countries

of the world. As a result, there are increasing pressures on

,docal communities (which have tried to organ1se their economic
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,‘nd socio-cultural reality through centuries of tradition and
“,xperience) to adapt to this singular form of economic

organisation.

The second aspect of the current world scenario is the global

dimension of local 1living. The process of globalisation of all

our regions, countries and communities has reached a great deal
© of maturity and fullness at this Jjuncture. Not only this
globaIisation has occurred through the economic linkages across

. the boundaries of nation-states but it has also been sustained

and extended through a global communication network, in
particular the global media. As a result, the local communities
'and even nation-states are not able to preserve their boundaries
{ which have become extremely porous and overtaken through t'.is

process of globalisation. The global electronic media (Soap

operas, STAR, BBC and the CNN) have entered all our bedrooms,
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irrespactive of 1location, religion, politics, culture, class,

caste.

Consequences

what then are some of the consequences of this current world

¥

scenario. While most debate continues to focus on the evolution
and consolidation of a "new" world economic order, very little N
attention is being paid to the question of the "new world -
cultural order.” The processes described above have resulted in

strong pressure towards “homogen{sation” of culture throughout
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the world. Historically, human civilisation and community '
evolved appropriate cultural forms to their ecological, socio- g ;

aeconomic and physical context. Hence, we witnessed a situation
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of wide diversity of human culture not only from one region to.
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another, but from one part of the country to another. From thef;
country where I come from this diversity is at times frighteninqﬂ;

when we travel a distance of less than 500 miles within the;T

country. ' : A

In its concrete manifestation this strong pressure towards
homogenisation of culture is implying singular form of cultural;

artifacts and elements. Firstly, homogenisation of knowledge and jg

by .

knowledge systems itself has been going on over the last 50 year?&{ o

-
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put now seems to have reached a level of supremacy and hegemoﬂ& ‘

hitherto not experienced by human civilisation. The modefﬂ
elactronic communication technology and systems have aided in t€§
virtual and complete hegemony of the dominant positivisﬁxv
science and its attendant system of knowledge based on ?;ig'
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assumptions of objectivity and neutrality. Indigenous



u1ar systems of knowledge production evolved and in use for

- .ion

tle e
functioning of human interaction across individuals, families and
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cd;hunities in diverse locations of human civilisation.
in ; . . .
f values and norms were evolved in the appropriate historical

ut
o These are no -

- and ecological context of each 1living community.

”‘. i longer the reference for guiding human behaviour since universal

LLa | ‘" values (as a consequence of homogenisation process) was displaced

. i, .5
ion 1 y local values and norms.
to § %&»

-he @pAnother aspect of this impact can be seen in language. Language
ing 4 is not merely a form of expression but also the basis of deriving
he - meaning in one’s life. Language and its associated constructs

provide the basis for human civilisation to make sense of their

immediate reality as well as to express that sense to others,
ds f both in oral and written forms. Therefore, each human community
31"%_ - and civilisation evolved its own appropriate language, format,
nd E ,; concepts, words, alphabets and the very basis of using that
rs g . language appropriate to that community. The consequence of
ny E homogenisation of culture is the destruction of indigenous
-n E languages and dialects and the imposition of the dominant "1ingua
18 franca" particularly English, French and Spanish. The new
c generations depend on the use of English 1language in our country

are not only using alien language, but also thinking in an alien

framework and deriving meaning in an alien context.
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And when we look at forms of dress, food habits and other.; ]
related dimensions of human culture, we find the overwhe'lm'ingA
jmpact of blue-jeans, hamburgers and Coco-Cola. Not only that :
this has resulted in a disrespect for indigenous forms of dress,
food and life-style in the eyes of the new generation, but it has'%
also de-legitimised the very appropriateness and relevance of S é
these forms as they evolved historically in those communities.

It is in this sense that we have to recognise the growing

alienation of individuals, families and communities in the

contemporary world.

Identity o |
This alienation was most stark in the societies of the Northl

(North America and western Europe) over the last two decades buté
5
js increasingly a phenomenon in the countries of the South as

p.

well. In this context of homogenisation of culture withg

destruction of indigenous values, norms, language, knowIedge

system, dress, food and other aspects, it is not surprising that:
}
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jndividuals, families and communities are craving for their /8

roots, their identity, the very meaning of survival and life at
this juncture in their ecological and socio-cultural context.

ijs precisely because of this that we are witnessing a phenomen

of world wide conflicts around the question of "cultural a

ethnic jdentity.” The need for defining "Who am I?" in ‘
jndividual and social sense and ensuring the continuity of th;
daf1n1t1on with my historical roots has become so profound l#
this juncture that - i,heraver we look at this globe we findf
assertion of the narrow, more secure, yet identifiable ethnif

re
and cultural identity. It is precisely because of this th



religion, caste, region, colour of skin, location of original
jnhabitants etc. have become significant variables around which
,%ithe reassertion of narrow, and at times parochial, ethnic and
 :cu1tura1 identities has started so intensely in the last few
‘Vyears. It is in this context of multiple reassertions of ethnic
| and cultural identity that we witness significant social and
" “political conflicts, many a times associated with acts of
7" violence and destruction. It is only in this sense that we can
understand the reassertion of a Muslim identity or a Hindu
identity, %t is in this sense that we can understand the
assertion of an indigenous tribal identity;, it is in this sense

that we have to understand the reassertion of the the clannish

th &

ut E " and sub-caste identities in different regions and parts of the
as E " world. What has perhaps surprised us is the intensity with which
th ; this assertion for cultural and ethnic identity has occurred,
ge % many a times, associated with harsh violence and destruction on
at 3 such a large and widespread basis thréughout the globe. It
ir > is merel} an indication of the deep and wide-spread consequences
at 4 of the homogenisation of culture that has inflicted human
If-.;é" - civilisatié:‘m .towards the end of 20th century.

na E Movements

nd ;

an ; wWwhat has even more surprised those of us engaged in our pursuits
at ‘ of social transformation in our societies is the relative in
at i attention that we paid over the last 20 years to the question of
s / culture, cultural _aevelopment and cultural identity. Many of us
. ! as well as most social movements since Second World War,
i

primarily focused on of economic and political issues of the

- masses and social transformation. This obsession with the
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economic and political issues within social movements Siné' k

&
Second World War led to a situation where cultural issugl

(values, norms, language, dress, food, knowledge systems etc;’ N

k3
were neglected in the very analysis of the underlying causes offf

oppression and marginalisation, on the one hand, and in ofj‘ ~
i
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strategy of working towards social transformation, on the ot.hgrf; ‘

ot
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This gap or vacuum has only begun to be made up with the rise otff

new social movements in the last decade. The women’ movem;ii ;
began to articulate the issues of language, systems of know‘leéﬁﬁ 3
from the feminist perspective in the past decade. It began_d
distinguish between economic and political dimensions of

marginalisation and oppression and the cultural dimensions of
> \
undermining women’s status in different communities 9',‘.» '

societies.

Similarly, in the past few years, the ecological movemenb;
begun to raise the question of regeneration and sustenancqﬁ
ecology as an immediate and interlinked aspect of cu]tu?
development and identity. Studies from diverse regions of’
world have begun to show how various dimensions of cultur
developed by different local communities and civilisations
appropriate and relevant to the ecological requirements ofi,i’
region. Values, symbols rituals, practices, knowladge syqig‘
language etc. were all evolved in the appropriate
ecological context in order to ensure the survival and sustens
of that eco1oniéa1 balance. And many of these examples.

s

begun to demonstrate that the breakdown of those culwy

elements, (the breakdown of those values, norms, rituallﬁ




communities as a consequence of the processes described

q,and pressures for homogenisation of culture have been

alk about the significance and relevance of indigenous

ledge, local culture, language, norms etc. The ecological

recent years, movements of the indigenous people have once

jons off 'j;:jgain brought the issue of culture and cultural identity at the
seentre of their social movement. 1Indigenous populations

b hroughout the world are not merely talking about the economic

ies an‘rk
%{\d political rights but also the right to have a distinctive
';éu'ltura'l identity.

ant has .

5 It is in this sense that the new social movements in recent times
ance are beginning to both respond to and reflect the reassertion of
n'lt’uralv, cultural and ethnic identity taking place throughout the world.
of thg :-,

;urQ"' "i Challenge
s we"‘-' Viewed in this sense, then we begin to realise the vhsfness and
¢ that? the complexity of the challenge that this scenario poses for
,gte""'g educators, 1in gqnera'l, and adult educators, in particular. The
10681§ t.ask of building, re-building and sustaining appropriate cultural
ena"c“ identities is essentially an educational task. It is through a
haV” process of face to face interaction, through a process of
f,uf"? learning and socialisation, that human civilization has nurtured
5) in.k. and strengthened culture. The impact of the trends described

earlier, in particular, those resulting in the homogenisation of
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culture, can only be counted through a process of 'Iocalx

educational intervention. The challenge is to develop this ro],f

of education in promoting learning and socialisation of the I8
Ey
current and future generation to the task of building,

b

rebuilding and sustaining an ecologically and historically

appropriate cultural jdentity has to be addressed at th‘i“‘g

juncture. é
In the contemporary context, this educational role needs to b;
played both in the sense of face-to-facé dialogue and interactidﬁ' 3
as well as in the form of the use of media, particularly iig}
electronic potential. It is clear that global electronic media* ]
is significantly "educating” the new generation into -
homogenised cultural identity. If we have to assist the curréri
and future generations in discovering appropriate elements ‘-
their identity at this and future historical junctures, then "
have to use education, both in its face-to-face and its remoﬁ
media format. It is this challenge that we adult educators face
it is this challenge that deliberations in this seminar ag&
addressing; and it is our collective responsibility to bring

2.

issue of culture centrally into t.he process of deve‘lopmen

discourse, on the one hand, and -in the practice of grassroo

educators and mobilisers, on the other. Otherwise we rama‘

silent spectators to the widespread reassertion of narrow 'a
parochla'l, at times conflicting, cultural identities resu'lt.inc
violence and mutual destruction. It is our historical and mo 11

o,

responsibilicy as adult educators to address this issue urgent



