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. ", .ePeople cannot be developedy they can cnly devclop
themselvos. For while it is possible for an outsider to build
amants house,’ an outsider. cannot .give the man pride and self-
conﬁidence in himself as a human being,. Thooe things a man

" has to ¢reate in himself by his own actions, He develops him-

.. self by what he &oesy he develops himself by aaking his own
M.de0151ons, by increas sing ‘his understanding of what he. is do~
“ing, -and why; by increadsing his own knowledge and -aility, and

by his owm full pﬂrtic1pa ion~~as an equal~w~in the 1ife of

the community he lives in,"

 {Julius Nyerere, 1973:60)

. "Research is, always and by,loglcal nece331ty based on
moral and oolltlcal raludtions, “and the researcher should be
obliged to acgount: for Lhem: expl;c1tl¢.,unw

coevt fen AGunnar Myrdahl, 1970:7 4)

Bac ground gt

Thlnklng about deveIOpmebt,beducntlon-and the role of

social investigation has undorgone_drimatlc Shlfts 1n the

recent paste The "too do m'econcepts of educatlon and devel -

opment naVe been w1de1y questlone..”EEmpha is has shifted

from concentc of develooment based on' urbanlved exPectatlons

to the need’ to Stlmﬂluté growtn and chgnge in rur“l areas.

The’ imoortanco and” necesoltv 1ncreased popular 1nvolvemont

in de01s10n maklng iR both rurel'and drban settlngg it ‘accep~
ted w1de1y. Developmcnt L,moreqnd MoTe seen as an awakening
urocess,'é”yrocess of Leapln& the creatlve forces of a much
larger proprotlon of 50c1etv, 11beret1ng of more perSons"

£forts instend of- ’"problem" to be solved by the planners

and academicians from afar,

‘Along with the shift in thlnking about development has
come a gencrul wuestlonlng 1n'oll flelQS of 5001al science
‘ gbout “the relationshin between the way in whlcn resn orch is

f'conoucted and the- overall A7 lues the rcsenrcher hold
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1"cuu51on Nlthln th’ fleld OL adult educatlon has been

tive research methods are
'“”T;”**“not prov1d1no an ﬂdeauatc understandlnq of complex

reallty;

used ag. abias

programs which will promote soc1al justice and

greater self-rceliance; : -

(3) A humanistic view of human behavior which sees
individﬁals as active agents in thclr env1ron-
ments rather thon as passive «
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bators and

both Lhc nctlon:l lcvel 38 ngq nmont mlnlotrles go about -

‘ thc ta k of cctcm0c1n ko f Olve” VTflOUS Jprodlems.of incquity
{ﬁcpd dlSLrlbuthn ofouohtAdbout oy dcvelopmenu cnd‘“L 1nter~

atlo ol level -bv 1nter~00vefnmentcl%ﬂqc 1wcigs . ﬁttempclﬁg to

o fcr solutlons as well,
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Tho,gcconf purQOso rcl Lto, the WAy in. whlch researgh

C soc1a1 sc1encc mlrrors cconOﬁlc structureo.: For. 2 man

an
o ﬁlng 1n 2 vnlver51ty or

g ’resﬁ“rcn 1dst1tutlop, knowledge
i$ the onlv commoolty uvollablo«ooﬂgell,, It is.necesgary to
s L

gaLhcr or mlnc“.ldeas and information in order to survive

economically. Priorities must be given to collecting data

in a central point, summarizing it ond then packaging it in
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rnalvs, hbooks, somj.nar.;, internm‘ional

Tbe ne d to ocrvc hc peogle from mhom the:-
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the  students,. . the te
low; priority. . The c CrouDQ Ulll hot buy the results (and

‘CJers) 1s'1n81rect and by necessity of
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GCCI51on mhklnq ‘hog bbcn pullgd e;er farther from‘mOSb

péople7"ﬁra =g Butr thi

or klndo of censu -typé‘i,form JiOn'
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i%TCHﬁnafgrveswrlse tons
fundaméhtaIE;WW
Tedge, . THe
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tztdp‘lcgicaifxgéu

various kinds, .. Most of tng work bao becn characterlzcd by

dééiré*ForTébjectlvityga 4 scient T;H_ All of these
T

prc*rem
e

irdtising then processe

SLAT CpREnEEsgppronches, DY ERT tP ﬂoau,common 1~'une survev

ﬂﬁbfbiéh<ﬁhidh*rs:ba9@d,on;; progcsos, of problcm formul tion,

’hvmothe31s construction, . “ins rumentw

conotructlon (usuﬂ1lv

sdffic - Form ‘of atcrview Or . oucstlonn<1rc,, collccti n'or 8’*“
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analysis of data and interpretation of data. The persons

from whom' iriformation  is: Q be gothoreg arc, determined by

1nf0rm*t10n~nccdcd

The 1ast few years hnave brought. rcnhwed “ttentlon to the

scveral. shortcoming

shortedrnings are b

chonging coneepts of

o

of "resenarchdorie vby spereong  Wol klng Jn bnc_Txlfd ”orld
T

(eltﬁor fntérnationnlly or nvtlonully).

WH~ - Are

~né by LhC “swmpllng _strﬂtegy em;loved;7

s of the survey resc rch ﬂpproach. Thes’
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frdevelopment..and .2 wider @ V“lliblllty
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problems’, is inadequate, ond unstatisfactory.,.  The illusion
of ‘cccurncy throuch numbers hus bDeen long perpetuated by
many of us at lonst partly as ~ way of hiding, ~obscuring

or m*ﬂ*lfV1no research.

cond way ii'ﬁhich survey ‘rescorch oversimnlifies

»‘porfbnhblvn of the forhed chpice, “Information is

:uoumht tnrough quCer vs or ouﬁﬁtlonnflroo vhich provide

for tho rcsponoe For”exwmnles~manv*ﬂuestiOns

W_sk pnOolr Jﬂ t 1J: ‘most 1dL1unnL111” Wlengt sotisfactory?

Llrot C)OICC dL 'wo“t'rcspﬁ“51olc remﬂrﬂlng some " speci-

"flc Akt 1tuJe or Gcc1 hent attwtﬂ‘es,'dedision“dnd be--

";olnc1o c!use; “The curious  foct is

_:hﬂvwor do ot ref1
»Llnt” HA

have often £1llea ine

this folse choice,  We

”Orms or'cueotlﬁnnalres and hnve felt
.

the desire to soy, Hihat reslly isntt the right cucstion®,

Thei Foreed ¢hdice: apnronch. rénches: »fetish point. in some

Ceducdtionnl resecarchas tms seontin onelcase wherc o Mdinge

rostie t6ol" -img boing “efinldved: torhelp 4n the analysis of
rew adult students, o Poténtial: studentsy of- English were

asked to choose the one form'of litergture in -which they

‘vateimost interestef from o list-thot included novels, short
*étbfié%,AbOéEny?dfameﬁOrmnon%fzﬁtlpnm¢ ity the person who
either didn't khoir che;differeacebbetwcﬁnﬁtheﬁformﬁt$this
?isﬁlikelY”éﬁdw@h»ih;modérn Jdkerptube), wonted some.-of all,
SOr was curiougiobout: o specific period.: e s e

SO A EnApd rehson ahyione=time surveys: oversimplify is

“their presehtadioniof o static pilcture of vieslity, o photo-

¢riph’ofiaigroun of peopla: withrneither:a pagt nor -a future,
The very fret £hht the survey dsitahistoricel -ds.2 severe
limitations =zocial change is o continuous process, a dialec.-

tic or movement from onc pole to another over time,:
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2e Survey research is Ofpen alienating,. dominating or
oppressive in character, ;

TIL- one TCCEP s Freire': hOlnt that teachlno methods hive
ideological implictions then chc samc holds true for r soearch

methods, If one is concernacd with increasing people‘s'c:paci;

-ty to. part1c¢ ate fully s nﬂ ﬁ“ln some dewrme of control over

tnclr,llves, thoen fCSc“rCh mophods Llnmselves cwn be part of
this'orOCQSS as the “rtwﬁlc bv Sw“ntzbehows. Oueuulonn ires

or interviews designed in “n:OfxlCC of = un1v0151tv or “ﬂulu

;cduc“tlon institution arc, by.nature. onealcod. Thls proccus

regords. DgOﬁlc oo, sources. o nformﬂtloﬂ, as h v1no blLS of

isolatod. krowle .Q, buL thcy “rb neluhcr ex DCCLcd norvapp;rch»

1y a;sumgoﬂg\legto unalyge%a.rlven soc1gl realitv.A At the

extrene, - resgarchers take up Deoples‘ tlm; w1th oftep b_dlv
formpyftgd‘questlonsn-nd_make 1n erpretﬂulons b » 6 on 11Ltle

cxpected to be uscful ond LelOVﬁnt

'”JResearchaappfoacheSﬁofvthiﬁ SL"le often crente the
i¥lusion among those 7ho:mre the suprliers of information
that féscarch‘is rigorous; “highly technical, " scientifically
spure’ ~nd that' theiwork canionly:be done by:those who are

university ‘trained, v Thé ability ofrpeople:to investigate

Ceheir Bbiective realiticsarc notrstimulated and the.pool of

‘humanfbrCﬁtiViﬁy is kept within naorrow.confines. Those most

Familiar with the problems znd ihose daily existence is .

. affected by poor health, poor nutrition, low levels Of pro-

duction or past failures of educational provision are effecte

o ively taken out. ofsthu active process-.of making the ‘changes
“uhich’ mlgnt.1euustov1mprnvgments,'_Controlvisaleft to  thosc

who by definition and . levels  of troinig are outside the

experiencos withinwhich chenge is sought,

n
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Onc: example of this on a large scale wag noted in the
'UJESCb cevoluation of the Experimental Viorld Literacy Progra
The emphasis on a larce scale,~ihternationally comparable
survey design resulted in a situntion where few ncotional
'rescarchors.were viewed as competent to carry out the type
of évaluation needed, The recultrnt instruments were not
only <rossly over-simplifyinc the relationship of literacy

£0 economia d:velopnent (an admittedly narrow idea in any
case) but went ~bout it wit a heavy ha nded manner, - For
exanple, "Uhder #h: general hending of transformation of
thoe milieu, 1nd1g‘tors were devised for testcing changes in
literatQS'behaVLOE-;n the followin: categories: means Of

production, volume of production, monetary income, income

in kind, comsumption of durable ¢oods. Thesc indicators say

virtually nothing about vital behaviofs concerning social,
political or cultural transformation even thqugh‘portinent
data were available in certain project evaluations... In
one countrv where per crpita GNP is léss'ﬁhgn $ 200, this
consumption criteria was broken dowm intowindicators that
included snfety razors nd wrist. watchcs..‘v -
3. Survey ‘research does- pot:provide easy llnks to POssi~
ble  subseqguent action. R e e

Much rescarch in odult education'is action oricented,
It may be an cttempt to detprmine o .community's educational
‘necds Oor an-attempt to'deify;existing pngraﬁmes through
an evaluntion/rescarch: process,: In either case it expected
“tHat vhen chances ~re made -the.people in the community or
the phrticipahts;in:the_adplt-educatipn progromme will
norticipate more nctively, more -efficiently or will cain
increooscd birefits over whot hod exist ed before, Bazic
‘prirciples of plannindstress ithat. the likelihood of full
ond effective p&ﬁtidibaﬁidﬂ';n nv vcntures—~eﬂucc“ion,

-

political or ~ocicle-2re improved by involving would-be

«.J

tion

(T

participants in the decision-moking process., In oddi

Ry
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'to resulting in a poor source of 1nformhtlon, rescarch which
has alienated, or at best trertad respondents s sources of
- primitive -inform~tion, hos 1ittle likelihood of creating the

active and suphortive environment cosential for chhngce.

4 Suivey res-arch methods ~re not consistent with the
principles of ~dult education,

The arguments put Forward so f£ar would apply to a
criticue or research in social science rjenerally. Within the
field of adult education there are additional criteria to be

) met in sélecting a rescarch approach, To begin with, odult

" education is rooted to a concept of social justice and ecua-
lity in 2 wvay in vhich other disciplines are not, Cohcern
for the adult learner is often concern for the proportion

ot the pooulatioh “hat haz not bad, for viriousg reasons, <n
anpropriate share of cither national wzdth or social sorvices.

1n AffxcL, Asio ~nd Lotin America, adult-ed ation ds direct-

l__l
/l

llnked to attempnts to ‘increasc participation of citizens

' n“ulonzl development ond to provide a mini imum level of

]_la

basic éducation to all people.
A reading of any or all of the basic adult education
texts such as Kidd, Knowles or Miller would produce a set
4~

of prlhc1nl

hat would most likely include statements such

&, Progrommes should-be based on adult needsy
. Adults, unlike children, cre more c¢asily able to
Carticulate their learning needsy -

U o, Although”

+here are chances with age in the ways
“4n vmich adults lecrn, the phrase,  "too old to
learn® ig o Ffallacys

Llpc-ﬁbrk«out*oftcn.quite;cpmplexvlgarning stra--

i e
‘e CieSLO sieve desired coals.on their .owvn (Kiaa,
19747 Knoles,; 1971 ;oHiller, 1964).
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These principles, and many others, immly A faith in adults
sas” whole persons participating cctively in the world, It is
no secrct thot the cdministrotien oL 2ctual progrommes usua-
11y falls short of thesec DflﬂClple but guch principles do
exist and -should scrve az @ basic cuide for adult éducctibn
‘research, John Holmes has suggestod that if educational
rescarch had becn working with adults dingstead of children,
the. concern with methods vould hiwe arisen much earlier as
som2 adults at 1eﬁstkﬁre not pas-ive nt would not be as

- tolerant as school children and their teachers, (1976:150)

Instead, we find that the dominant rescarch methods \)

in use-and the .ones being picked up as adult educetors begin

to do more ond more research are alienating, inaccurate as
2 means of ddentifving needs, wnd see sdme adults s morci-

nal Of»incqpablé'of articul ating theif'ownungods. Research
in"adult education is at an ‘early-stage of'development
Yithin this spcc1nllvqtlon we still have time to selcct
res<arch ‘annroaches *hat~suit‘us“uniquely ond thereby keep
us onc st tep ~head oF “other social sciences -now going through

the hro~c of Plscardlnm an anthugrlan pursult

i

Alter .1'1,5?*5,1.".@

apnrooch, 'h‘ﬂcn@rﬁl Aissatisfa ctor ”lth orthodox approaches /k
hag bheoen exXpresged in. the work of'ﬁ~~d d Blumer‘(Blumer,
1969)., € , .3s opposed to que nultutlve, suriuevles
have | r st ent : th Glﬂser and Surauss, in
The, Dis .qqierv k

X

;QbDCjolOg” Drov1ocs a uscful dlSu

d ctlon 1ﬂ UuL
cuuglon SU -hc

r*k h< ve

C

-OﬂenOlO’l
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_on 1nvolvcment of thosc wh’
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value of pafticipdht obscrvation (Mecall dnd Simmons, 1969).
Beltran has outlined convincin-ly the western bias in social
sc1ence reschrch methods (1~76), Helen Callaway has similar-
ly sincled out the culuural tran which researchers mre nrey
to whom attemrbtirg nllecedly objective rescarch in non-wes
tern cultures (1976).

‘ From Africn comes the work of Swanté and in some scnsec -
Malya with bhis awproach to providing follow-up literacy moe
terial and 'nvestigation of & litéracy environment (Swantz,
19747, 1974b, Malva, 1975), In Latin América, Freire provi-

des uscful ideas in chapter three of Pedagogy of the Orpressed

and a bit mors in 2 talk given to the InStitute of Adult

Educotion in Tanzania (1971, 1974), Vio describes some attem-

"pts at peasant participation in Chile under the allende govern-—

ment (1975 : 70), Beltran ond Gerace have de veloped impor-
tant concepts of communication amongy peasa nts. rather th n to
them (Boltran, 19767 Gerace, 1973), These concepts of
"horigontal communication™ arc important links. 1In addition
to Freipe, Pinto- has elaborated the forms of thematic investi-
gation (1969)., Within the field of sociology, the Oliveiras

have put forward a compelling set of similar ideas in The

Militant Obscrver ‘= & ‘Sociological Alternative C1975).

»rt1c1n3uo§y Research

The comblnﬂtlon of communltv owrt1c1pat10n 1n decision

m;kln ”1tk me*bod of\ooc1la 1nvesc1ggtlon results in

thu concht of 1;-t¢c1putory rbs arch ‘The tbrm rofcrs

to the efforts.“long SOVOrul lln g to Qovelop reofgrch

‘aprro chqs wnlch 1rvolv; tho~ﬁ crsons who ~re th; e oectcd

"bcneflclarleul

onvthe rc “1rch The term dellberately focus

“re tradltlonully the'"rcsearcheg

hln formula tlon,'collectlon of datﬁ (w1dely interorebed) and

interpretnation of information, There is on-going work by about

80 reseatrchers in several countries with the su ~port of the
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ICAL participntory resenrch teom to work further in both
formal =nd 1n£ormﬁ1 ways to outlan‘“nd tect some of these
~concepPts, 2ome of the GUldCIlhuo which h-ve been put forward

to Zote fre:

1. A resenrch process can be of immacdiate ond dircct benefit
to n community (5 opposcd to serving merely s the bagis for

an ~endemicn papes or obscure pol 1cy ﬁnalysis).

Resznrch cannot be justified golelw as the basis for
intellectual exercise or academic career building, It is
iramort-nt thot the community or population gain not only from.
the reeults of the research, but from the process itself,

This meonns, for example, thot villagers or city dwellers
should--as o result of participating in the research processs--
he mbrc dble;to articul-te problems thems~1ves and to initinte
processes TO find solutions, In morc concrete terms, the
reports of the vouth res:zarch in Tanzania by Swantz (1974b) and
the agrarinsn reform work in Chile (Vio, 1975) streseg the imper-
tonce of the entire research team cintributing tc the produc-
tive werk f the area. Such an approach has the added advan-
toge of creating a‘béiter working ~tmosphere and providing a
closer involvement'with“the“ccmmunity-fOrithe3outside members

of = rﬁocgrch ueam.

N

24 A re°n“"ch proceus houlu 1nvolve the Cﬁmmunlty or pPoOPuU~
letion in the enulre receﬂrch prOJCCL from tho formul vtion
of the problem.to the Ci' 51on O‘”hOJ to cerk uolutlono and
the interpretations. of the zindli gs. “f Lf" L

~ Here. we comnw£o wh 9 pernmpc +Bé f nohmenf“l pr1nc1plo
of particinnitory rese” rcl wnd 1ts p01hu of mo t"rcg cal @epxru
ture fron UOLJ orcno‘ ¥ res Lanh uﬂsroacho and sucb 1mprovo

g

ments. 43 1eorv. Tue rcseﬂrcn OrOCCQS should b based

Y

on a system of disdussion,‘lnveopl “tlﬂn ano ﬁnflvrl in which

.part of th erCfsc’;s Lne reselr-

cher, neither ﬂevelopem beForcnand o b LGSLC&
nor drawn by the rescarcher from his or hoer involvement with
reality, Realitv is described by the process throuch thich 2

community develops its own theorices and solution cbout itseli,
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3. The rescarch process should be seen as part of o total
Jucotioral experience vhich serves to estaiblish community

needs, and incrense awarencss and commitment -rithin the community

Research of thisn - turc could be sezen s Q natural part-
of th: wducrtional pla-ning or development planning Process,
It could be 2n accepted method of raising interest ond ine
creasing motiv-tion rother than as a by-~product of = research

which might or might not be picked up, depending on

Lo

the circumstances surrounding the project,

4, The research process should be vicwed 23 a dialectice
vrocess, o dialorure over time and not os o static picture
from onc peoint in time,

Roy Corr-Hill makes 2 compelling case for using -uestion-
naires os consciousness raising instruments ("974), His vnoint
is that nrecisely because cucstionnaires ~re biased they can
be uscd positively to crﬁ““e ~n awarenczs and to awaken in ine-
“ividuals powcrs of ~nalysis which can then be brought to
bezr on the problem, I would agree with this point, but would
want to make certain th-t in & participatory rescearch process
several ~dditional aspects are made clear, The first is thot
the cuestiornanire represents only the first stage of the mna-

lvsis, the b“w1s for veverﬂ1 discussions ~nd interactions with

the reup04uents..‘ econdl ‘thﬂt the internretntion of the i
cuestio nne i> C-Ln is ;150 sh ~red ond is not done solelyv by &
sihglc sbcial scientis '”hlrﬂl”” oﬁo'wbuld want eony action
based on the resed rch ‘Drocegs'to bu ~rrived ot by more ‘than o
iociii SCiehpluF‘EQJVLiSIOl her Purc-ucratic counternarts, The

A

-

onec~-time ﬁuustionnaires,’even in the hands of someone who is

”DfO“DCOUlC rem 1ns i" titlc ~nd limited tool. It does

rehrescnu o w“mudf “rouq1na initicl interest in a social pro-

‘blem, “SD “llv in i 1aucur1‘ll &l gocicetice vhere community and

group 1nuer«ctlo 1§ e ’remcly llmlbe
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5 The object of the resenrch process, like the object of
the educntionnl proceass, should be the liber tion of human
crective potential nnd the mobilization of hunan resources for

the solution of social :roblems,

. This stotement is a value, on underlying assunption for
varticinttory resenrch which will not suit evervone, But then
this type of research will not perhaps be ncceptable to o

number of peoplec in nny cuse, The focus of resenrch, learning
~nd socio-cconomic development should be the some~-mnan, The

more intellectunl power ~nd cre~tivity that can be brought .
o be-r on gociety, the more likely 2 solution., Ve need not ’
morc highly trained and sophisticated researchers opercting:

with cver more esoteric technicues, but whole neighbourhoods,

communities and n-tionsg of "raegorchers? .

-

An onnlogy to medicine is 2aporopritte here, Social

science reccarch often anpears to produce a zitustion in

which 2 medical doctor trices to diagnose @ natientl!s svmpioms
£

from nround the cormer and out of sight, The social scientist

ht

s

uses his “instruments® to measure the responsc of the paotic

¥

as though they were o kind of long stethoscope., The focus of

the reseircher has been on doreloping o better and better ~~

stethoscope for going zround corners and into houses when the .
|

real need iz for the researcher to walk around corners .

-

cc into the ousce ~nd begin €©ollingo -dth tho oople who live

RS T, : - - . ..
Cile s : . . } -

G. I research process h2” ideoloiczl imslication.

There 2re two noints involved there: Pirst isAthebreeaffir-
-mation of the ﬂbliticnl n~ture-of all we do especiallv in ~dult
educ-tion, Knowledre is power.'Tﬂvfcsegrcb;pr0cess vvhich allows
for populdr involvement and increaczd capncities of cnalyvsis may
2lso make new political actions possible, &t the same time it
‘may ¢ necessary "t a certain time for the rosearcher to choose

onc groun or another within the community to work with.,
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The use of the term "narticiprtory research’ will not prevent
‘someone‘from using similer mcthods to help a:group of land-
lords work out a set of "tenant-=tight” rules =nd living arran-
gemeLts. It may be necessary to make the choice to work only
for tihe tenanta ¢t an ea arlv stage. What is reality for land~-
lords and perhaps even sOne government officials is not

L3

reality for tenants.

;. Tanzanian » Example

In June 1976, the Communlty Development Trust Fund bedan
a process of participatory research in response to a local
concern about spoilage of Tood atfter an unusually abundant
harvest, The problem vas secn very cenerallv by the CDTF and
other district officials as one OL meveloplng some and of low
cost ¢rain storage. The usucl pattern in Tanwania for develop;
ment of this kind was to do some simple expérimentation at a
local agr*culturﬂl research station and then vrecommend’ sOme
model of grain silo to the local farmerSe succesgalong these
1ines had not been consistent Or inexpensive; hence the con-
cern by CDTF in developing @ new apnroach to the problem.

The premisze for the new research Process wWas that farmers

e -
g noc <

}te

already have 2 crain storage. science, Grain storage
new problmm and neither is local construction. What is nev

34 attempting to huild on this knowledcoe as the bagis for ana-
lvsis of grain storuge improvement 2V +hose farmers themselves.
Tt was felt thut the process Of analysis @2t a localjleﬁel
could be strengthened. or stimulated by information from eil-
periences in otherparts of ‘Tanzonia ond elsevhere, A COMe
bined anclytic ‘teoam was conceived that wjould be made up Of
foarmers, political cadres ﬁnd some ‘ouL°1ders with outgide

knowleddiie



-l S5m

Avcommittee was formed in the Ujamaa village with the
village chairman as chairman of the grain storage problems
as well., On the committee woere 10cal’builders, local far-
mers, an artist, an outsicde grain storage specialist and a
"technical” agronomist with knowledge of spravs and insecti-
cides, The outsiders wore selected for politicnl as well as
technical =iareness, !

The fir

0]

t discovery made by the committee was that not
everyone in foct had a ~rain storon~e problem, The rich pea-
sants hod more thon they neecded, the poorer ones who worked “3
for the most part as labourers for the larger farmers had a
severe shortage, This meant thr-t the design of silos needed
to be done accordin: to ths needs of the three peasant classes
in the village, not one desgign for =11, Despite good initinl
discussions within the committee, little action in terms of
sxperimontation y the farmers in the croup took place‘until
theopenness and trusﬁ of the oﬁtéideré was proven, There had
been zome fecling (at least nceording to the reporters) that
the outside "experts™ would go alOng with the committee dis-
cucsions 2nd then push forward the model which they hnd been
tnlking about all along (the "Nigeria™ model in this case),

The committec nevertheless rejected the Nigeria model in favour

o

of some modified version of what they already had. The out.-
siders did not insist ond a burst of activity and eXperinenta-
tion ensuaed, At the end of the sixe~week period of analysis
four or five substantially improved silos or methods were
constructed, Visits were made to other villaces nearby to dis-
cuss the f£indings of the research an. the villageres presented

a scminar to thoe Faculty of igriculture otaff =t the Univeréity
in Morogoro, These Tarmers were aware that thev were cexperts
in low—cost grain stordge. They hod created knowledge without

the benefit of university deqrees.
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Conclusion

e hove eoreated and are still creating a situation in

_social science rese~rch which effectively denies recognition
+

b

&)

of knowledae crooting nbilitics in most of thc pcovle of
.world, In our scarch for wavs of ndding to the "body of
mnowledce” we h-vez lost sight of the objectives of our work.
For persons working in particinatory research the importance
VH> © of keepinc a firm eye on one's voluee is crucinl, Science is
not 2 bag of tricks that orie learns by being trained ot ever
increaging degrces of detachment from re~lity. ‘We have crea-
~e@ an illusion that we have come to believe oursclves; that
only those with sophisticated technicues con creatce knowledge.
Participatory resenrrch is not 2 set of ideas than can be
apllied at random with prediétable results. It is not neat,
it cannot be rounded off to two decimal points —nd it is cven
difficult to make into chorts., It does not eliminoate the neccd
to constantly cevaluate political imnlications of one's wori.

et it docg for those of us in cducation is to offer an alter—

N

ne

.
[

N

D

1

tive way of thinking #hout ¥es.arch which may ~uit both

)]

eds of ‘our work and our own valuus mor:. closzlv,.

£
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