PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH PROJECT \ﬁ\\

A Note on the Activities of the Animn Region

I. Network-bullding:

fa) Initial letters introducing the project and its objectivea
have been sent to 34 persona in different institutions from
12 differant countrias,

(k) A1l the fourteen responscs received ao far have ehown poaitive
interest in the network,

(6) Announcement in the ASPPAE Courler Service, Spetember, 1578.

(d) Announcement in Soeisl Science Resesrch Journal, 1978,

Il. Typea of projects being linked upt

{4) 'In Quest of Certaln lleritags) Programe by and for
Aborigines.' This research project is launched by
Centre for Resource ard ELnvironmentel Studies, The
Australian National University. It 1s eimed at examining
the Iimpeact of government services on the 1life gtyler af
aboriginale and to develop programs within the communities
congruent with the 1ife style beling sought by them,

(11)8clentific knowledge amons rural women in the formal and

non-formnl education. Fnculty of Educetion, Chulalongkomrn
University, Thailand is duing the project supported by
UHESCO ,

(111) Femily Planning Implementation projeet, Counsil for Social
Devalopment, New Delhi has initiated this project to identify

the problems experienced in the implementation of family
plenning in the rural areas,

{iv) Poverty and Illiteracy in Vest Bengal., Council for Socisl
Development, lNew Delhi hor started tha project to develop
economic sctivity based education for the landless rural
population.

(v} Problems of educotion among children in urben slums, Indien
Institute of Educntion, Funa has completed one phose of this



(vi)

{vii)

{viii)

(ix)

(x)

(xt)
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project in developing new ways of stimulating edusation
amonz slum children,

Television lledia for rurel conscientization. Space
Application Centre, Indien Space Research Organization,
Ahmedabad haa bsen developing and trensmitting a
series of television programmes with the involvement
of the rural population,

Spearhead Team Project, Natienal Institute of Bank
Management, Bombay has been engaged in a project of
developing cadres of young change-agents among the
rural populntion.

Feer CGroup Leadears I'roject, Seva Mandir, Udaipur hag
been engnzed in an effort to create the organizotions
of the rural poor,

Treining rural eadres, Public Enterprisea Centre for
Continuing lducation, New Delhi la engaged in rarticipatory
training for rurail cndres,

Unskillad industrial laborers rroject. FBECCE, lew Delht
has started o participatory rerccareh project in an
industrial belt of Morthern India with a view to catalyzing
gone develormental efforts ag ldintified by thig community
of herijons (untouchables).

Two other projects are being planned by PECCE, New Dalhi;

(a) Study of deforestation end socio-economic exploitation
of tribals in the seven Horthweastern states of india,
It will Dbegin in early 1979,

{b) A peries of develormental projects in the district of
Madhubani, Bihar baged on target populstion approsch
ore plavned, The partiolpation of goheduled castes and
vomen in the formulation and implementation of thess
projects and in deriving benefits from them is the key
methodolegy of this approach
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Propoged Activities

Publieation of monogrophs,

{a) Two monogrophs are already cyclﬂutfluﬂ and eliroulated
emong membera.,

(b} It 18 proposed that ten monographs will be published
by July, 1979 (three already committed),

Meeting of Indian ﬁembersl

Prerosed for eyl of February, 1979. Foecus on coge studien
and extending the approzch. Plamnning Joint ventures,.
Funda?

Regiontl Uorlkshopk

Propoced in June, 1979 through Region<3 of ASPRAE?
Thailand? ¥Focun?

Iasucs in Portieiratery Fesoerch

A variety of nomencilature ia currently in vogue connoting
the concepts rimilsr to Participatory Research, 'Action-
Resecorch! is one such concept, It impliea thot motion
is an important mathod of research, 'Regearch-Action’,
also being used by some, ¢onnotes that reaearch hag
impact/action over the Phenomenon/system being researched,
*Action-Lesrning' implies leerning bty doing end 1z also
mentioned as a method of inquiry,

What ere the distinctive charsctepisties of PR?
In my view, some issuca need explorations

(a) What 1s the relevence of PR in organizational research
and change? Can organization ¢hange efforts initiated
with the involvement of rank and file employees be
called PR? How 15 mction-research appromch (with :
direct participation of those wnder forun) different
from PRY

(P} What 1s the theory of learning underlying FRT? What is
the implication of thiz theory of learning for the
frigour! of research?



{e)

(d)

To the extent thnt PR rejects pome establlismhed
rrinciples of eonventional resenrch; does the
concept of validity remnin relevant? Con the
approach of consensual validation be adopted?

The idecloglcalnand action componentas of PR

tend to make 1t a novement. How is PR different
from nésimilar to a goclal) movement? Coan PR be
a vahicle for socianl struprle? Or i1s PR iteals
a2 socinl etrusple? Is there a coharent ideclogy
asrpelated with PRY

RaJash Tandon



