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Future Plans for the Asian WWM

One of the major challenges of this network in Asia i= to
1ink up field level organi-ations with each other in the r-gion

as well as in the various sub«parts of the region., It was this

4n wiew that the coordination activity cf the regional natwork

wag decentralised in the last year by having several national

coordinators, The essential challenge is for the naticnal coordi-

nators to link up with those groups, asgociationa and individuals
who normally are not part of internatioral circuit and hasitate

to get invclve with scmething that is too glamorous, Therefore,

future activitisu of the region have been considered in the light

of this c¢hallenge.

{1) Clearing Houser It is auggested thhi: a clearing house ba esta~

blished so that information flow kei:ween the members of the

network could be speeded bp at a ra:e for more afficient for
what have been attempted so far. In this eontext, a proposal
has been recesived by Shri A.V.Hatarajan from South India which
can be modified sue this purpose. Che establishment of the
clearing house will act as a mejor Eacilitator for the develop-
ment of the reglon's network.

{2) Regiopal Workshopsgt The Agian region has peculiarly suffered
from reqgional contact at a scale that has been successfully
attempted in other four regions, A workshop has been planned
by the Xavier Institute for Social Science at Ranchi in India
during October 1 to 4, 1980. However, atleast two subwregional
and one regional workshop during the coming year and‘hllf

could launch the network much more vigorously.



il
ST

- g -

{3) Support to the natlonal coordipators for the national coOrdi-

(4)

{5)
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nator to function effectively a small funding i3 needed toO
take care of the postage and duplicating expenses, A strenmgthen
core of national ccordinators will help the network devalop
more intense grass-rcot contacts,

While, three national coordinators have been functioning
effectively, more need to be identified and supportad,
fralning: There has began a dess demend for translating the

coneepts and methodolegy of participatory research into comcrete
1eaming experiences. Various orgarisations and individuals have
bagan to ask for assistance in developing the skills smond the
field warkeré in participatory rescarch, Congistent with tha
rativnale of participetory research, it 13 suggested that this
training be conducted in non-formal petting and not hean a part
pf the formal educatidnal gsystem. This moans that sffort will
have tc be made to find a supporters for training in participatorx
research in Asia,

Hetworks While ths network has gained support in countries like
Austraiia, Newzealand, Philippines, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Island,
Korea, Indlaz and Pakistan, two reglons are gtill neglected,

One of them ia the middle east or ‘vest asian region ardl another
18 the pacific island r=glon, Sperial efforts needs to be made
to bring this suberegion into the maln regional network.
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v) Partlcipatory Research in designing and implementing
a rural hoalth care progrummd,

vi} Community theatre as a method of human davelopment,

There aro number of other affartsqﬂhﬁch are baing concre-
tized and a clearer inventory will be arailable by the end
of this vear.

Thera are indications that the recant reglonal meeting
in Bangkok will similarly lead to a increased in the documentation
of existing Particlipatory Roanearch effocts and initintion of new
ones,

11. The next threc montha arn going to be devetsd to the
following further activities

(&) Preparation of hand bhaok for £ield workers in
Participatory Research/training in rural
devalopment,

{b} Planning for training in Participarory Reseagch éit:%ﬁ’
women activists, L
fae i
(c) Planning for tho mational forum to be held in
Yugoalavia in Aoril 1980,

12. A number of forums are hoelng used >y the asian and
national coordinators as well as othear committed colleaguas
in further pronogating the Participatory Ressarch approache
These forums includo seminars with profassional researchers,
workshops with trainlng personnel, discussalonz with f£fleld
asotivists, etc.

It is wy asseasment that the Participatory Regsarch
Project in the Asian Reglon 15 acquiring a momentun which
will be reflected in concreto accomplishiiments by the end of
this year, The network 1ls already strengthened, and documen=
tation activity quicked, A number of rieguests for support to
undexrtike new projects are flowing dally and sﬁma agpra funda

can made a lot of positive diffarences. oy g
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—~ (Rajesh Tandon)
Coordinator, Asian Hatwork
Participatory Research Project



