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UNITY IN DIVERSITY : THE FUTURE OF ADULT EDUCATION

IN ASIA AND THE SOUTH-PACIFIC REGION

Rajesh Tandon
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fche world today is at a critical juncture. Events in Eastern
P4urope and the Soviet Union on the one hand, and the recent
r Gulf war on the other have created a scenario of a uni-polar
world where global capitalism seems to bo the only function-

economic order appropriate for the last decade of the
4. ^

Mi20th century. We have reached a stage today where the world,
nd our region in particular, faces some serious challenges

iisfor the future of our civilization. Let me elaborate these
ii-challenges and the likely role that adult education
' to them in the future.
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lallenges

first major challenge is the rapid internationalization
?■■ £ economies. Globalization of markets and capital has become

only path to development and progress. Countries of the
' edion have become economically interlinked to each other and
Sf^^the global economic order. Economic globalization is a I .so
^ gulting in political globalization on the one hand and
^ Itural homogenization on the other. Jeans, Pepsi Cola, and

_x: „i i ..— „ culture
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f?ocK music are some of the showpieces of "modern

reading slowly in all the countries of the r'-'gion.SP

1 vyQ second challenge is the daunting presence of prjverty and
privation in many countries of the region. The ocoriomic

^edeP^ation in countries of the region can be seen \)y such
piples as Japan on the one hand and Bangladesh on the

●i- ther. Yet the persistent presence of poverty, hunger,
^nutrition, deprivation, dislocation in many countries of

in3 j^cqlon has ronched chronic ai>d aciitc pt opf>H iMH’-.. A*-, a
igequence and partly due to other r eafujos,, tlje i er.fionsc oi

ri*^^tional policy makers and decision makers is to take an
' /^nthetlc posture towards problems of pc)vertY. r>oor hav<^'

ignored in considerations of devf'1 opmenta I f)fj I i c i cs..
feasible response currently utilized t>y

o*^^£sion makers and other regional bodies. is, to
, d® j^£ative measures and distribute welfare;, food and rather
\ P^^gidies to the poor. The transformation of tfie (H.-onomy,

Sd 3pg social relations in order to overcome poverty is

TiipO jongef the main focus of national and multi-lateral
,c;ion makers.
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The third challenge is the challenge of ensuring "comraon
The qlobal capitalist econonuc order and a welfarist |

and charitable response to the problems of poverty and the |
poor are resulting in individual and pryatised perspectives ■
of well-being, quality of life, standard of living, etc. The |
Philosophical and political concept of ensuring ’common good- |
has disappeared both from the debates on socyl tynsforn-
ation and from the planning of strategies in national and
multi-lateral decision making structuys. It is not
clear how one can establish elements of a national
and a regional framework for the
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The fourth challenge in the region is the growing restlesy
ness and associated violence with questions of ethnic
idintity. in region after region, country alter country,
minority groups, subgroups, and other ethnic formations ay
Raising qLstions of their belongingness - and identity in the
national and regional mainstream. In
questions arise politically but in others
means. But the challenge of ethnic
in the countries of this region than any
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Role of adult education

What then is the role of adult education in the
challenges? in my view, the most important centr.hution of
adSlt education in the coming period in the ygiori is to
continue to address the concerns and problems, and the hopes
and aspirations of the poor themselves. Under the pressure of
n qlobal capitalist economic order and the
to problems of development in many countries o
adult education is being called upon to ply nrnraote
technical role. Adult education is being utilized to prorao^ .
preparation of a working class of the futuy m building
their technical competence and vocational skilly „Sbution
though it is, this technicalizes the potency contribution
of adult education and undermines its PbiJof.ophyal
political role. Adult educators like us from this
ensure that our vision, our aspirations, our to'
institutions continue to remain responsyo to ^
the struggles of the poor and lyt get co "P ° workers
technical profession preparing white and l)lue collar
of the future economic order.
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human functioninq at thiscollectiveindividual and

=iuncture in many countries of the region. Adult education has
the possibility to contribute methodologically ar: well
philosophically towards elaborating wayr. in whif.'h \>n(}pln i tj

countries and region can learn to respect other's point
their experiences, their modes, styles, aspirations

differences. And 1 ortjo within that

Configuration of differences,
^elements of common good.
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in the region in the
of a sustain-

third contribution of adult education
.coming period is to strengthen the possibility
-able life style. The problems of environment, degradation of
'natural resources, pollution,’ destruction of a natural
'balanced regenerative habitat are essentially problems of
Hife-style. Unless we - as individuals, families, communi-

Sirties and nations - come to terms with the question of a
^sustainable life style consistent with our natural ecology,

the problems of environment and pollution will not go away.
1 Adult education, therefore, has a significant role to play

promoting the elements of such
consistent with the

lA

?
j Inss-i

t-.hnic|
! ntry,|

:i =; are j
n the-

ther.c

M

a
in elaborating and
sustainable life style

:ecological environments.

d i f f errnits ii-

help in regaining a sense of
%

And finally adult education can
indigenous cultural identity among communities of our region,

world is the

socio-diversity inherent in
our region is being

has

r.ush The most devastating consequence of a uni-polar

n* ^ ^ homogenization of cultures. The
tO; Ktbe diverse and varied cultural mix of

slowly but surely eroded and destroyed. Our region
the crucible of many profound elements of human

* ation. The great and vigorous cultures of Japan,
P Indonesia and the Indian subcontinent continue to
Is even today, other peoples in
* Yet, our own people, children and youth,
; and urban, are beginning to discard our
, the race to become "modern". Our region has the

ion« provide cultural and moral leadership
nod ■ I*: c itical juncture. And adult education can

strengthen our appreciatioji ni ,
rejuvenating, our popular knowledge,
traditional wisdom.
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The challenge for us adult educators of
colleagues and institutions, is
become relevant to our r’coplo. And we
regional mechanism can help make that por.s. i b 1 e .
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