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lnteraational 

The tragedy of Bhopal has triggered off major conc­
erns on the q11<1&tlon of control over information and 
kaowledge. We have scon how scientific and t""h­
nical knowledge and resoun:ee are controlled by 
the status quo and used to perpetuate the same. 

In order to overcome these barriers some of us 
have started the process of international linkage to 
ac<juirc information and lo initiate movement.. A 
recent enmple of the same is PRIA and Highlander 
Center coordination on follow-up regarding 
Bhopal. Both are working closely together to 
collect and analyse information, document it in 
different fonu• and to use it for broader educa­
tional purpos,. Perhaps more such regional coor­
dination efforts are aeeded in future. 

Regioaal Update 

Africa 

I. A new association called Senegalese Association 
of Participatory Research (ASERPED) has been 
formed with M.L. Kane as its Secretary-Genua!. 
The Association intends to systematize and carry 
out research in the field of adult education and 
community animation. It also plans to evolve a 

programme of work.hops and seminars during the 
coming Y""'"-

PRIA Activities 

(a) A meeting co carry out preliminary analysis 
of the field wod: done so far in the study 
of Participatory Renarch, Evaluation and 
Training was held at the Indian Social Insti­
tute, New Delhi d11ring November 1984. 
This study is being carried out in collahor­
ation with five partner organisation,. Draft 
report will he ready this year. 

(h) In collaboration with three olhcr organi•a• 
tions, a. workshop on "Major Damnsi. 
Indio: A case of Koci-Karo" was organised 
in February 191!5 to share experiences and 
develop an understanding of the implica­
tions of these dams on local popidation and 
environmen1. About 125 peraons, mostly 
local trihab, participated in 1hc workshop. 

(c) Regional workshops are being held in dilf~ 
rent parts of the country as a follow up of 
PRIA's onsoing work on Land Ownership 
and Alienation In CO!lahoration with local 
groups. 



(d) PRIA is active!)' involved, along with seve• 
ral others, in the follnw-up investigation, 
edllCBtiOn and mobilisation of the local 
people after the tragedy at Bhopal. TM 
concema for authentic iDve .. tigation and 
fundamental right to infonnation are being 
raised in this eft'OTI. 

Latia America 

I. A set of audio,vi8Uahi on "PR 11-11 Idea for 
MectiDg" has been recently produced hy 
CEAAL for ICAB by Patricia Mora. It presents 
the theory behind PR and th.,. a case study 
developed in au indipnous comrnunity ofLatiD 
Ameridi. It contains 155 slides iud has a dnra.­
tion of 30 minnte• approximately. There are 
versions- f11 Spanish, English ai,d Portuguese. 

EAAL, c!uilla 6257-Santiago :!2, Chile. 

AAL'recently published No. 4 of the perio• 
dical ApuDtes. The article "'Participatory 
Research-Theory, M..chods, and TtehniqUCJ.," 
was writlell by Francisco Vio Grossi, S. 
Maninic 0. Tapia and Ines Pas~.l. 

~dl ~ 

l. Paolo Orefice has arranged 10 !let up a com· 
puter-aidcd data-bank of literatom, on panicipa,, 
tory research from Italy. This will be maintaiD­
ed in the National Library for Pedagogical 

"''bill!bmeutation of the MiDistr)· of Education 
·(blijtJe{ly. Other South European PR materials 
L:"ffl' lliso be inserted in this data haok. Contact: 
• ,J if Orefice, University D,:gli Stw.li di 
.ts a~. Iutitote di Pcdogogia, v,a Porta Masoa 
-,u "~6b3 Napoli, lt.aly. 
llml'l ,m 
2. Stan Burkey is. plannina lo write ~ handbook on 

'.'Seit-Reliant Participatory Denlopment" in 
·"'™M.'.l.-.lr!d villages and urban slum area,. The 

"llatk'lotends to be a stimulater for atall' ditcua­
L,,,ijilifi''And peqonal development, The topics to 

' '"f "'''"' ~ -s~ '"' ,,iii 
1 fl!lffilf)' Development, Peopk's Partkipatiou, 
'~ -re,~1 Child centred strategies, internal 
x: ,~' ,; :,~~. credit programmes, h?w to 

IOCtor programmes into self-Rliant parlicipa­

lory process aad how to meMure 111ooess, etc. 
This work is boing sp,:,nsored by Redd Barna 
(Norwegian Sue the Children). He welcomes 
,ugcstions, view&. informations on books, arti• 
des and field reports from people in the field. 
For details, write: Stan Burtcy, PARCON­
SULT, Ston•gate 40 B, 0454 OSLO 4, 
NORWAY. 

j .. The Department of Social Policy, School of 
Policy S1udic1, Cranfield, Bedford, U.K.. ha1 
decid"'1 to form an iDdepeodeat Participatory 
Researcll Exchange (PRX). It is part of the 
ICAE networt and moot members wiH be from 
the public alld voluntaty sect:on 111.ore coucerned 
with each others work rather than the inter• 
national dimen,iom. 
The first bulletin of PRX is out in March. 1985, 
Plt.X has ea.lied for a meetiag on April 13, 1985 
in London to gin a statement ou the UK scene 
to ICAE. 

;1. The German Adult Education Association 
(DVV), Department for International Coope,a. 
riou in their nut issues of the jouroal "Adlllt 
Education aod Developmeut" plan to deal with 
the topics on Habitat and Adult Education, 
Environment and Adult Edncatiou, Womeu and 
Adult Education and Participatory Re,eardi 
and Training. 
Contributi,:,ns of personal experiences, case 
studies, short reports, e1e-witoen talcs of 
important i .. llCII and other 1nggestiom wonk! be 
hiply appreeiated. Write to: Wolfpng Leomer. 
Bdil01", O.,man Adult Education Association 
Rhcinallce I, SlOO Bonu 2. Federal ltepoblic of 
Ger-111.any . 

l I, Participatory Reaoarch has recently been used 
by thoff organisations within the radical femi­
nist movement of Quebec. PR hu a developed 
and ongoing: history iD Qncbec, under the 
formal uame 'rccherche-action', and has boon 
extensively used in the union 111.ovemcnl and in 
the struggle• of rurnl peoples being exploited by 
urban capitalist expansion. 

$
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the issw:• of how know\edgc, creation, pow or 
and education ietate to social movements, 
alternative social structures, feminist otudic., 
survival and international solidarity. They 
wouldliketoorganizc a workllhop on 'Know­
ledge, Education and Power and invite in­
terested participants from the network lo 
meet in Southern Ontario. Those interelled 
write to: 

Budd Hall/PRO, 29 Prince Arthur Avenue, 
Toronto, Ontario, M5R lB2, CANADA. 

New M•terials 

l. S.ney of LabOllr Standanls 

This interes1ing report presents the resulu of a 
survey conducted by workeu to evolve their 
own recommendations in re•pect of minimum 
standard Labour Law for large industries in 
Taiwau. For details, write to ASEDROC, 
Labour Relations Section, 2 Chnng Shan North -
Road, Sect. I, 9/FI, Taipei (100), Taiwan, ORC. 

2, Peop[e.Cenrrod Den......,e■t ■-.d Participatory ·--Written in August !9S4 for a forthcoming issue 
of Harvard Educational Review by L. David 
Brown, this paper decribes participatory reso,. 
arch as inquiry, an educational process and au 
organisational intervention. 

3. Particl,atvy Orpalzatlola of tlte R■ral Poor 

This introduction to the lLO programme by Md. 
Anisur Rahman presents the relevance of parti­
cipatory research in the iuvestigation of the 
problems of rural poor. Available from ILO, 
Ch 1211, Geneva 22. 

4. Participal«y &esareli 

This study describes the theoretical frame, 
methods and technique& of participatory rese­
arch. Prepared by Francioco Vio Grossi and his 
Lalin American colleagues, on behalf ofICAE, 
the report is available from UNESCO, Paris,_,....-

S. "N• Proabe for ToaHT011' - Commwlitios 
(U.S.A.) respond to the Bhopal Tragedy". 

' 

A videotape 58 minlltce; color available in 1/2" 
ot 3/4"; NTSC or PAL, Following the Bhopal 
tragedy, the tape shows reaction• to the evenl 
by people of varion• communities in Southern 
U.S.A. who are also similarly nlfeclcd and 
traces tho Carbide and pesticide production 
chliin. It shows that multinationals expose 
minority and workiug-class communities within 
the USA to environmental hazards, 

Available from: 
Highlander Center 
Route 3 :Box 370 
New Market, 
Tennessee 37820 
U.S.A. 

or Society for Participatory 
ReseardJ. in Aeis,. (PJUA) 

Telephooe: 615-933 , .. , 
45, Saillik Farm, 
Khanpnr, 
NEW DELHI -110062, 

(INDIA) 
Cable: 'PARTICIPAT' 

Price: S 75.00 US: Special rates for Community 
& non-profits. 

6. "With Peoplea Wisdom" - A Converaation with 
Rajesh Tandon and Oanellh Pandey, video, coJor 
1/2" or 3/4'" 20 minutes. 

This introductory tape describes the origin. and 
characteristics of the Participatory Research 
movement, in Asia in particular, and shows how 
classical research has contrihuccd to the exp!oi• 
talion of the people. Discussion companion to 
Participatory &!Rarck; A.n Introd,,,;ti,m alld 
other ,imilar pnblicatiooa. • 
Available from addreu as above. 
Rental $ 20.00 US 
Sale: S SO.O Special Rates, as above. 

7. Parlki,atarJ Aclkia Research In Nwway 

This is a paper written by Morten Lovin, (Divi­
sion of Organintiou and Work Science. The 
Norwegian Iruititute of Technology. The 
University ofTrondheim, N-7034, Trondheim 
NTH, Norway). 

PAR in Norway stems from the German tradi­
tions of critical sociology and of adult ednca­
tion, and the work of Paulo Freire. The author 



Jifalltidits tlio pdlitical COJ1rtrii1'11ts 011. PAR 
~Ollpl'io Nonny. 

A brief review of the present situation in 
&ngwtosh. 

Tim ii a paper 4ointly written by Khollhi Kabir 
aud Mohivddin Ahmad, Nijera Kori, -40-A, 
Road 4-A Dhanmondi., Dhaka, Banaladffh. 
The authon, review the Social Science Situation 
in Bangladesh, in a hislorim.l perspective. It 
fOCllle& on the pmblenu involved in aeademic 
re.:arch divorced from reality and any intention 
to inOuence It. 


